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Learning, Integrity, Honesty, Personal Best, Positive Relationships 

Dear Taylors Hill Community, 

This will be our final whole school newsletter for Term 1, as we are coming to the 
end of a very busy and productive term.  Congratulations to our prep students 
for completing a successful first term of the of school life. They started the year 
attending 4 days a week and now they are at school full time and thriving on the 
learning opportunities their teachers are providing them.  

We started the year with all students participating in our TEAM Learning 
Program. Your child’s teacher worked closely with the class to establish 
classroom expectations and routines. They discussed behaviour and work 
expectations to set the tone for the year, which enabled all students to settle in 
quickly and be aware or their responsibilities as a learner at Taylors Hill Primary 
School. 
 
We also had our first Parent-Teacher meetings for the year.  These meetings gave 
parents and teachers the opportunity to share information in order for us to 
work together to support our students to achieve their full potential.  
 
This term Miss Smith has been running our Parent Helpers Course and we had 
approximately 15 parents graduate as official parent helpers. We are looking 
forward to them working in our classrooms to support the students with their 
learning. 
 
‘Learning @ THPS’ was a great information night on the 26th February.  Our 
Curriculum Team and Learning Specialists presented information about Reading 
and Numeracy Learning and all parents were given a great resource to take away 
with ‘tips and tricks’ for helping their child at home. We received really positive 
feedback from the parents who attended this session, but if you were unable to 
make it on the night your classroom teacher will be able to provide you with 
information about how to support your child’s learning.  
 
We also had our student and parent Cyber Safety sessions during week 7.  
These were valuable sessions for students and families to assist them to safely 
navigate the internet.  
 
This term our Parents and Friends group have worked hard to organise 
fundraising events for the school that will run throughout the year.  It has been 
great to see an increase in the number of parents on the committee, but we are 
always looking for new members, so if you are interested please leave your name 
at the office and one of the committee members will contact you about the next 
meeting. Our movie night that was held on the evening of 15th of March was 
organised by our dedicated team of Parents and Friends and was an outstanding 
community event that was enjoyed by everyone who was able to attend. 
 
Our 2019 School Council Election was also completed this term and we have 
filled all of our parent Member vacancies. The parent representatives on our 
School Council are Michael Ellis (President), Misel Kitanovski (Vice President), 
Grace Vassallo, Jane Hickey and Elizabeth Butera.  

I would finally like to remind families that Term 1 finishes at 2.30pm on Friday 
5th April and I look forward to continuing our learning journey when the 
students return to school on Tuesday 23rd of April.  
 
Happy Holidays! 

Danielle Stella  



Our whole – school attendance record show what we achieved in our student attendance in Term 1 
2019.  

Can we do even better next term? 

Student Absences 
The main reasons for absence are: 

Sickness – There are always times when students need to miss school, such as when they’re ill. It’s 
vital that they’re only away on the days they are genuinely sick, and developing good sleep 
patterns, eating well and exercising regularly can make a big difference. 

Family holidays - It's vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where possible, and 
not during the term. If you are planning to go on holiday during term time, make sure that you talk 
to your child’s classroom teacher in advance, and work with them to develop an absence learning 
plan. 

Top attendance tips for parents 

• Schools want to work in partnership with parents – act early if you have any concerns by 
contacting your child’s school and asking for advice and support 

• Remember that every day counts 

• There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them 
behind, and can affect their educational outcomes and their social connectedness 

• Talk positively about school and the importance of attending every day 

• Open and prompt communication with your child’s school about all absences is a good idea  

• Avoid making routine medical and dental appointments during the school day or planning 
family holidays during the term 

• Seek help from your school if you are concerned about your child’s attendance and wellbeing. 
Schools want to work in partnership with parents to support student attendance and 



PERSONAL AND SOCIAL LEARNING 
 
Within the victorian curriculum, the area of personal and social learning is 
essential in enabling our students to understand themselves and others. It 
involves students learning to be resilient, understand their rights and 
responsibilities and develop positive and respectful relationships w ith 
others.  
 
At THPS, we purposefully teach personal and social capabilities to develop 
knowledge, understandings and skills to enable students to: 

• recognise, understand and evaluate the expression of emotions 

• identify their personal qualities, their rights and how to demonstrate 
resilience 

• develop empathy for and understanding of others and recognise the 
importance of supporting diversity for a cohesive community 

• understand how relationships are developed and use interpersonal skills to 
establish and maintain respectful relationships 

• work effectively in teams and develop strategies to manage challenging 
situations constructively. 

 
We have made a great start to our personal and social learning throughout our 
TEAM Learning Program in Term 1. Our SCHOOL VALUES and CODE OF CONDUCT 
have underpinned our learning experiences to establish our classroom 
environments into safe and positive places to learn. We have also had a focus on 
having a GROWTH MINDSET which supports our thinking to ‘believe we can’ and 
understand that skills and knowledge takes time and effort to learn … so don’t 
give up! 
 
As we move into Term 2, it’s important to maintain our focus on this area of the 
curriculum because we know that it positively impacts overall academic 
outcomes, mental health, classroom behaviour and student-teacher relationships. 
Therefore, across the school next term, we will be focusing on the learning areas 
of Emotional Literacy and Personal Strengths.  
 
Term 2 - TOPIC 1: EMOTIONAL LITERACY 
Emotional literacy can be defined as the ability to understand ourselves and other 
people. It includes the ability to understand, express and manage our own 
emotions, build empathy and to respond appropriately to the emotions of others. 
Building a large vocabulary for emotions helps to increase emotional literacy and 
build self-awareness and empathy for others. 
 
Term 2 - TOPIC 2: PERSONAL STRENGTHS 
Children and young people need a vocabulary to help them recognise and 
understand strengths and positive qualities in themselves and others. This topic 
provides learning activities to build this vocabulary and to use it when discussing 
personal, social and ethical challenges. Research in the field of positive 
psychology emphasises the 
importance of identifying and using individual strengths. 
 
Throughout the term, talk to your child about these areas of our learning and 
think about how you demonstrate them throughout your life! 
 
Trudy Smith – Assistant Principal: Curriculum Director 



Update from Advanced Life Photography 

School Photos will not be delivered until Term 2 

If you require any further information 
please contact Advance Life 
Photography direct on 9852 1133 

Thank you 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOK - Term 2 PFA Fundraiser 

PFA News 
 

Entertainment Book Term 2 Fundraiser 

The PFA are really excited to announce that we will be selling the Entertainment Book 
as part of our fundraising this year! 
  
Below is a link to this year’s book for you to have a look through to check out the 
amazing savings you will be able to enjoy. 
  
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/flickbook/melbourne 
  
If you are already a member, you can now select Taylors Hill Primary School as your 
preferred fundraiser when you renew your membership! 
  
Stay tuned for more information at the start of Term 2 about how to become a member 
and start enjoying the benefits while at the same time raising funds for our school. 

  

Thank you for your continued support, 
THPS Parents and Friends Association 



Easter Raffle WinnersEaster Raffle WinnersEaster Raffle WinnersEaster Raffle Winners    

CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!    
 

The PFA Easter Raffle was a huge success! Thank you to everyone who bought 
and sold tickets and congratulations to all of our lucky winners – there was a lot 
of excitement at Assembly this week. 
We raised $1800 and we are looking forward to this fundraising going towards 
books for Classroom Libraries and Play Time Equipment. A big THANK YOU goes 
to our PFA for organising the raffle. 



 Congratulations to our Students of  the WeekCongratulations to our Students of  the WeekCongratulations to our Students of  the WeekCongratulations to our Students of  the Week    

Term  1, Week  8 

Prep A Gisella 

Prep B Indie 

Prep C Imogen 

Prep D Milana 

Prep E Damian 

1A Marko 

1B Zachary 

1C Anthony 

1D Arjun 

1E Kripa 

2A Luca 

2B Twisha 

2C Udai 

2D Yusuf 

2E Musa 

3A Alannah 

3B Julia 

3C Darrick 

3D Emily 

3E Gia 

4A Layelle 

4B Maya 

4C Damon 

4D Mia 

5A Ana 

5B Sia 

5C Chelsea 

5D Emilia 

5E Hannah 

6A Nathan 

6B Jonathan 

6C Larissa 

6D Harrison 

6E Alissa 

Science P-2 Mia 2E 

Science 3-6 Tenuli 6C 

The Arts Prep-2 Jayden 2C 

The Arts 3-6 Ghazall 3D 

PE Prep-2 Jayden 2C 

PE 3-6 Leo 4A 

Prep A Lucas 

Prep B Oscar 

Prep C Olivia  

Prep D Max  

Prep E Mehul 

1A Dylan 

1B Stephanie  

1C Sara 

1D Christopher 

1E Charlotte 

2A Harnoor 

2B Jasmeet 

2C Khloe 

2D Daniel 

2E Jovana 

3A Lilli-Rose 

3B Agam 

3C Krish 

3D Divio 

3E Novak 

4A Emily 

4B Achol 

4C Kenith 

4D Andre 

5A Aleks 

5B Jemma 

5C Ali 

5E Cameron 

6A Connor 

6B Sandra 

6C Jacqueline 

6D Rasjeevan 

6E Tarvan 

Science 3-6 Arda 3C 

The Arts Prep-2 Audrey Prep A 

The Arts 3-6 Maya 4B 

PE Prep-2 Nagham 1A 

PE 3-6 George 5C 

Italian Prep-2 Harrison Prep C  

Italian 3-6 Mobina 6A 

Learning Centre Liliana 4A 

Term  1, Week  9 


