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Tue 12 
Feb 

School Banking 
Starts 

Wed 13 
Feb 

S.E.A. –Preps 

Fri 15 
Feb 

Classroom 
Helpers Course 
9.15am  

Wed 20 
Feb 

S.E.A. –Preps 

Wed 20 
Feb & 
Thu 21 
Feb 

Parent Teachers 
Meetings 4.00-
7.00p  

Fri 22 
Feb 

Classroom 
Helpers Course 
9.15am 

Mon 25 
Feb 

Life Ed Van 
starts 

Tue 26 
Feb 

Learning @ 
THPS Parent 
Info Night 
7.00pm 

Wed 27 
Feb 

S.E.A. –Preps 

Fri 1 
Mar 

School’s Clean 
Up Australia 
Day 

Tue 5 
Mar 

PFA Meeting 
11.30am  

Wed 6 
Mar 

School Photos 

Fri 8 
Mar 

Classroom 
Helpers Course 
9.15am 

Mon 11 
Mar 

Labour Day 
Public 

Wed 13  
Mar 

Grade 4-6 
Student Cyber 
Safety Night 
7.00pm 

Fri 15 
Mar 

THPS Market & 
Movie Night 6-
9pm 

Dates to Remember 

40-50 Loddon Drive, Taylors Hill      Telephone 9361 4900 

PO Box 3665 Caroline Springs 3023     taylors.hill.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

visit our website at :   www.taylorshillps.vic.edu.au 

Learning, Integrity, Honesty, Personal Best, Positive Relationships 

Dear Taylors Hill Community, 
Welcome to the new school year and it is my pleasure to write our first 
newsletter for 2019 and warmly welcome our new families to the Taylors Hill 
community. 
This newsletter will be published fortnightly, on a Thursday afternoon and 
parent can access it through Compass or if you require a hard copy please 
collect one form the office.   The newsletter is an important form of 
communication between the school and home, so please ensure you read it 
with your children, so that you know what is happening at our wonderful 
school.  
Great Start to 2019! 
I am pleased to report to you that we have had a very smooth start to the 
year with all students settling well into their new classes.  Prior to the 
students beginning this year our staff worked hard to plan and establish 
their classrooms into supportive and inviting learning environments for our 
students to learn in.  Your child’s classroom teacher is the first point of 
contact if you have any queries.  Teachers will be in their classrooms from 
8.50am, therefore if you need to ask any question that is a good time to ask 
them. As you are probably already aware the start and the end of the school 
day are very busy, so you may need to make an alternate time to meet your 
child’s teacher if you need to discuss issues in more detail. If you have any 
other queries beyond the classroom teacher you can contact either Jill 
Benham  (P-3 Assistant Principal), Bernadette Pizaro (4-6 Assistant 
Principal) or Trudy Smith (Assistant Principal and Curriculum Director). 
 
Every Day Counts  
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s 
education. Students learn new things at school every day –missing school 
puts them behind.  
With a focus on improving attendance in 2018 our data showed vast 
improvements and this will continue to be a priority at our school, so 
that we continue to build on the work we did in this area last year.  
Why it’s important  
We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks 
for a great education begin with students coming to school each and every 
day. 
If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental 
skills that will set them up for success in the later years of school. 
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student 
misses puts them behind, and can affect their educational outcomes.  
Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in 
numeracy, writing and reading. 

 
Getting in early  
Attendance patterns are established early – a child regularly missing days in 
kindergarten or in the early years of school will often continue to miss 
classes in the later years, and receive lower test scores than their 
classmates. It’s vital that students go to school every day – even in the early 
years of primary school. 
 

 



What we can do 

The main reasons for absence are: 

• Sickness – There are always times when students need to miss school, such as when they’re ill. It’s vital 

that they’re only away on the days they are genuinely sick, and setting good sleep patterns, eating well 

and exercising regularly can make a big difference. 

• It's vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where possible, and not during the term. 

• “Day off” – Think twice before letting your child have a “day off” as they could fall behind their 

classmates – every day counts. 

• Truancy – This is when students choose not to go to school without their parent’s permission. There can 

be many reasons for truancy. The best way to address this is for schools and parents to work together. 

• If for any reason your child must miss school, there are things you can do with your school to ensure 

they don’t fall behind: 

• Speak with your classroom teacher and find out what work your child needs to do to keep up. 

• Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child completes the plan. 

 
Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom teacher as early as 
possible. Openly communicating with the school about all absences is a good way to prevent attendance issues 
being escalated to a School Attendance Officer.  If you’re having attendance issues with your child, please let 
your classroom teacher know so we can work together to get your child to school every day. For more 
information and resources to help address attendance issues, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/
behaviour/Pages/studentattendance.aspx  
 
Parking  

You have probably already noticed that it is very busy around the school in the morning and afternoons. 
Parking during peak times around any school is difficult, and Taylors Hill is no different. We want to ensure 
that all students have safe access to the school, so I would like to remind parents to make sure that you park 
your car correctly so that it doesn’t block safe access for our students or restrict our neighbours from getting in 

and out of their driveways?  I thank you for your understanding and cooperation with this matter. 

Please be aware that the parking spaces in Loddon Drive are restricted to “No Parking “during School 
Times, which essentially makes this a 2 minute drop off and pick up zone between 8am-9:30am and 
2:30-4pm school days.   

Establishing High Expectations 
The first few weeks of school are very important and our aim is to make all of our students feel comfortable and 
successful in their new year level and classroom. Your child’s teacher will be working closely with the class to 
establish classroom expectations and routines. They will discuss behaviour and work expectations and set the 
tone for the year. Teachers are also currently working on developing a picture of the capabilities of each 
student.  
My goal for all of the students at Taylors Hill Primary School is to enable them to achieve their personal best 
both socially and academically, that they are happy, engaged and productive each day. I have high 
expectations of our students and staff and as the educational leader of our school I look forward to supporting 
all of them throughout 2019 to achieve their goals.  
 
Dropping off and collecting your children from their classroom  
When you are dropping off your children in the morning, and picking them up in the afternoon please enter the 
classroom via the external doors.  This enables our learning community spaces inside the building to be free 
for students to work in, and free from congestion in the case of an emergency.  I appreciate your support with 
this matter.  
While the weather is fine we encourage our families to walk or ride to school each day.  Bike riding can be fun 
for the whole family to get some physical exercise but it needs to be enjoyed safely. Bicycle safety involves 
developing riding skills, wearing the right protective gear, and looking after your bike.  Riding to school can be 
a fun activity; however at Taylors Hill Primary School our main concern is to ensure that all students get to 
and from school safely. Students who ride their bikes need to be fully alert to the road rules pertaining to bike 
riders and to keeping themselves and others safe.  
As parents, we encourage you to consider your child’s ability to keep themselves safe on the roads as well as 
continually discussing correct behaviour when riding. To help your child become a safe cyclist, let them have 
lots of practice on safe paths while offering tips on bike handling. Basically, they should be able to ride in a 
straight line, brake properly and corner safely. They should also ride in designated areas such as bike paths 

when possible.  

When students arrive at school they need to get off their bike at the gate and walk their bike to the bike shed.  

This shed will be locked after 9.00am and re-opened just before the bell at the end of the day. 



School Council Elections  

What is a school council and what does it do? 

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed bodies that are given powers 
to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able 

to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students. 

Who is on the school council? 

There are three possible categories of membership: 

• A mandated elected Parent category. More than one third of the total members must be from this 

category. Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) employees can be Parent 

members at their child’s school as long as they are not employed at the school. 

• A mandated elected DEECD employee category. Members of this category may make up no more than 

one third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of 

these members. 

• An optional Community member category. Its members are appointed by a decision of the council 

because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DEECD employees are not eligible to be 

Community members. 

The term of office for all members is two years. Half the members must retire each year, creating vacancies for 

the annual school council elections. 

 

Why is Parent membership so important? 

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the 

direction of the school. 

Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may also 

find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 

 

How can you become involved? 

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are only 

held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. 

In view of this, you might seriously consider 

• standing for election as a member of the school council 

• encouraging another person to stand for election. 

 

Do I need special experience to be on school council? 

No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with others to 

help shape the school’s future. 

 

What do you need to do to stand for election? 

If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can 

nominate yourself in the Parent category. 

DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not employed are eligible to nominate as 

parents for the school council where their child is enrolled  

Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the notice of 
election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed 

nomination. 

If there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during 

the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 

 



Notice of election and call for nominations  

An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of Taylors Hill Primary School. 

Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged at the office by 4pm on 23/2/2018 

The ballot will close at 4 pm on 2/3/2018 

Following the closing of nominations, a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school.  

The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open for 

election are as follows:  

Danielle Stella 

MEMBERSHIP  

CATEGORY 

TERM OF OFFICE NUMBER OF POSITIONS 

Parent member From the day a�er the date of the 

declara�on of the poll in 2019 

to and inclusive of the date of the 

declara�on of the poll in 2021 

4 

DET employee member From the day a�er the date of the 

declara�on of the poll in 2019 

to and inclusive of the date of the 

declara�on of the poll in 2021 

1 

Community Member From the day a�er the date of the 

declara�on of the poll in 2019 

to and inclusive of the date of the 

declara�on of the poll in 2021 

1 

SAVE THE DATE  
 

 
 

Parent Information Evening 
 

Learning @ THPS is a session for parents to increase understanding of how chil-
dren learn and how to support their children’s reading and numeracy development 

at home. 

 

 When: Tuesday 26th February 2019   

7:00pm – 8:15pm 
 

Where: Junior Learning Space 
 

(Enter through the front door of the school) 

We hope to see you there. 

Learning @ THPS 



 

My name is Jill Benham. I am the Prep – Grade 3 Assistant Principal at THPS. I 
am passionate about engaging in lifelong learning. My role is to lead and support 
students in grades Prep – 3 with a focus on academic success and general 
wellbeing. I work closely with all staff, students and parents to ensure everyone 
is achieving their personal best successfully in a safe, supportive and happy 
learning environment.  

Leading the Assessment and Reporting process at Taylors Hill PS, ensuring 
teaching is targeted to all student’s needs is also an essential component of my 
role. Organising Parent Teacher meetings also supports the ongoing learning of 
all students.  

Demonstrating approachability, enthusiasm and confidentiality are essential for 
me alongside representing our school values of Learning, Honesty, Integrity, Personal Best and Positive 
Relationships, every day. 

I love working with students and sharing their fantastic learning experiences! The highlight of my day is 
talking to students in their learning spaces and out in the playground. Building positive relationships with 
the parent community is an integral and important part of my role. I thoroughly enjoy the conversations I 
have with parents when I am on yard duty before or after school, at whole school events, before and after 
Assembly, over the phone and in meetings. Getting to know you and your child well is my ultimate goal. 

If you have any questions, concerns or celebrations to share with me, please contact the office to make a 
time to meet. I am looking forward to continuing to work with all our families in Grades Prep, One, Two 
and Three in 2019. 

Jill Benham 

Assistant Principal Prep – Grade 3 

My name is Bernadette Pizaro and I am the Yr 4 - 6 Assistant Principal. I am excited for the year ahead at 
THPS and look forward to working with our student leaders, Junior School Council (JSC) representatives, 
staff, students and parents across the middle and senior school. You will often see me 
out and about the school at different times, I invite you to say ‘hello’.   

We have lots to look forward to with our whole school Wellbeing Program in 2019. We 
will be promoting many National and School Wellbeing events throughout the year some 
of these include Safer Internet Day, Harmony Day, National Day of Action Against 
Bullying and Violence, Ride/ Walk to school day and many more. We will be 
encouraging all students and our school community to become actively involved in these 
events. Each of the themes and important messages from these events link directly to our 
school values and TEAM (Together Everyone Achieves More) approach which support 
and enrich our school wellbeing program.  
 
I am passionate about fostering resilience, social and emotional wellbeing of all students, engagement, 
building positive relationships, academic self-confidence and for students to become invested in their 
learning. 
 
Please contact me via the school office at any time so that I can answer any questions you may have to 
support your child with their social, emotional and learning journey at THPS. 
 

Bernadette Pizaro  

Assistant Principal Grade 4 – 6  

 



The Learning Centre at Taylors Hill Primary School 
 

Welcome everyone to a new year in the Learning Centre at Taylors Hill Primary School. All students will 
attend a weekly session to hear a story read, browse the shelves and borrow a books.   To carry the 
books to and from home each week the THPS Blue Satchel is required; this is also used for the school 
diary, Take Home books and notices. It is an essential item.  We would love to see everyone borrowing a 
book to read for pleasure alone or share with their families each week.  If anyone has any difficulty in 
getting a satchel please speak to your child’s teacher. 

 

Our Library Management System is Oliver and the student site is:  ORBIT.  We would like to encourage 
all families to have a look at home. ORBIT is compatible with all devices, the QR Code is shown below for 
your convenience.  On the home page you can check for Learning Centre session times and other library 
news.  From there you are able to navigate to Search and other features.  We hope you enjoy 
familiarising yourself and your child with ORBIT.  

 

The Taylors Hill Primary School website also has a direct link to ORBIT. 

 

 

 

 

The world at your fingertips with World Book On-line 

 

Most of you already  know Taylors Hill Primary School subscribes to World Book Online. This suite of 
digital publications offers unique content and features for students of every age, ability, and interest. 
Using the same expert information found in The World Book Encyclopedia, these easy-to-navigate 
websites feature: 

 

A colorful, approachable look and feel, designed to foster exciting learning at every level  

Easy access on smartphones and tablets 

Different databases for multiple and diverse research needs 

Illustrations, maps, audio files, videos, e-Books, primary source documents, and more 

 

Our World Book subscription allows us to give you and your family access to this valuable reference 
source on your home computers 365 days a year, 24 hours a day. Internet access is required.   

 

How to access World Book Online at home:    

 

Please  note: NEW password for 2019 

 

 



Parent Teacher Meetings – February 20 and 21 
Our first Parent Teacher Meetings for 2019 will be held on Wednesday 20 and Thursday 21 
February between 4:00 and 7:00pm on both days.  These ten minute meetings provide 
parents with the opportunity to meet with the classroom and specialist teachers to share 
information, ask questions and discuss any relevant issues. 

A ‘Getting To Know Your Child’ questionnaire and information was 
posted on Compass on Monday. The questionnaire needs to be 
completed by next Friday, February 15. . Further information about 
booking Parent Teacher Meetings through the Compass Parent 
Portal this week. 

Jill Benham 

We hope that your whole family will use the World Book sites often to help with homework, special 
projects, at-home learning, and information seeking. 

 

To access the World Book Web, follow these simple steps:  

 

1.  Go to the World Book web site:  http://www.worldbookonline.com  

2.  Type in the following user Login ID:  taylorshps 

3.  Password:  library19 

4.  Save your user name and password for faster login – simply check the box labeled “Remember 
my ID and password.” The next time you visit World Book the login prompt will already contain 
your username and password. 

5.  Once you arrive at the World Book home page, you should bookmark the page or add to favorites 
for easy access to World Book in the future. 

 

Please remember that login and password information is for Taylors Hill Primary School students 
and their immediate families only, and extending this information to other people could result in 
loss of at-home access for our students. 

 

Mrs Baron and I, as well as our new mascot “The Gruffalo” are looking forward to seeing everyone next 
week when Learning Centre sessions start for the year.  

 

Maria Sartori – Library Technician 



Would you like to volunteer in the THPS classrooms 
to support student learning? 

The efforts of classroom helpers are highly valued at 
THPS, as opportunities for student learning are 
increased by the participation of understanding 

adults. 
 

To assist our volunteers in understanding how students learn and how best to 
help when volunteering, we offer the Classroom Helpers Course. 

This course runs over 3 mornings, with each session being 75 minutes. 

 

Participation in the program enables helpers to understand the process of 
learning and therefore, be able to most effectively support students in 
classroom activities with a particular focus on Literacy and Numeracy.  

 

Friday, 15 February 

Friday, 22 February 

Friday, 8 March 

 

9:15am – 10:30am 

 

In the Staff Room 

Participants must sign in at the Office 
Morning Tea Provided 

 

Trudy Smith – THPS Curriculum Director 



Life Education Victoria 
2019 Visit to Taylors Hill Primary School 

  

 

As part of our drug and health education this 
term we are having the Life Education 
mobile classroom visit our school from 
Monday 25th February to Tuesday 12th 
March, where each grade will attend one 
session throughout these two weeks. The 
Life Education Van visits THPS every second 
year and is always a highlight of our 
learning, helping to facilitate the 
development of the life skills in students to 
prevent and minimise the harm of drug 
misuse. 
 

Lessons are age appropriate and cover a wide range of drug and 
health related topics, ranging from the human body and how it works, 
healthy eating and nutrition, medicines and drugs, bullying, resilience 
and social skills. Healthy Harold, the much loved Life Education giraffe 
mascot is always a much anticipated element of the Life Education 
visit. The sessions are fun, interactive and extend and develop 
students’ understanding of the topics covered. We will be exploring 
some of these topics through our Integrated units, prior to and 
following the Life Education visit. A student workbook is included in the 
cost of the visit of $10. It is important that your child attend this 
session. 
 

As a charity, Life Education relies heavily on the generosity of local 
organisations to keep its fleet of mobile classrooms on the road 
delivering positive health and life messages to over 200,000 children in 
Victoria alone. 
 

A parent session is being offered on Friday March 8 at 9am. 
 

Remember to access the Parent Portal on Compass (instructions 
sent home on Tuesday) to access the permission form and 
payment options. Please contact the office if you need support to 
access Compass. 
 

Jill Benham 



Parent Information Session 

Friday March 8, 2019 @ 9am. 

Entry and sign in via the Front Office 

Why should I attend?  

• Learn about the Life Educa�on experience in the Mobile Learning Centre 

• Meet our trained health Educator  

• Engage in the learning content of our 

programs  

• Understand the importance of Life 

Educa�on and our vision through educa�on 

• Understand our program outcomes and the 

alignment to the Australian Curriculum 

• Open communica�on opportuni�es with 

your child in rela�on to their experience 

with Life Educa�on 

• Meet Healthy Harold   







 Congratulations to our Students of  the WeekCongratulations to our Students of  the WeekCongratulations to our Students of  the WeekCongratulations to our Students of  the Week    

Term  1, Week 1 

Prep A Audrey 

Prep B Kalu 

Prep C Addison 

Prep D Deegan 

Prep E Jayden 

1A Nagham 

1B Harrison 

1C Alexander 

1D Aditya 

1E Thomas 

2A Olivia 

2B Maya 

2C Hala 

2D Sophia 

2E Riley 

3A Lochlan 

3B Adut 

3C Sakshi 

3D Alannah 

3E Chloe 

4A Leo 

4B Xavier 

4C Leila 

4D Abby 

5A Sabra 

5B Jenica 

5C Tarmz 

5D Sienna 

5E Lachlan 

6A Jesse 

6B Naomi 

6C Anasuddin 

6D Claudia 

6E Hayley 


