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Learning, Integrity, Honesty, Personal Best, Positive Relationships 

Dear Taylors Hill Community, 
Welcome to the new school year and it is my pleasure to write our first 
newsletter for 2018 and warmly welcome our new families to the Taylors Hill 
community. 
This newsletter will be published fortnightly, on a Thursday afternoon and 
parent can access it through our school website 
www.taylorshillps.vic.edu.au , Facebook or if you require a hard copy please 
collect one form the office.   The newsletter is an important form of 
communication between the school and home, so please ensure you read it 
with your children, so that you know what is happening at our wonderful 
school.  
Great Start to 2018! 
I am pleased to report to you that we have had a very smooth start to the 
year with all students settling well into their new classes.  Prior to the 
students beginning this year our staff worked hard to plan and establish 
their classrooms into supportive and inviting learning environments for our 
students to learn in.  Your child’s classroom teacher is the first point of 
contact if you have any queries.  Teachers will be in their classrooms from 
8.50am, therefore if you need to ask any question that is a good time to ask 
them. As you are probably already aware the start and the end of the school 
day are very busy, so you may need to make an alternate time to meet your 
child’s teacher if you need to discuss issues in more detail. If you have any 
other queries beyond the classroom teacher you can contact either Jill 
Benham (P-2 Assistant Principal), Bernadette Pizaro (3-6 Assistant 
Principal) or Trudy Smith (Assistant Principal and Curriculum Director). 
Every Day Counts  
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s 
education. Students learn new things at school every day –missing school 
puts them behind.  
In 2017 our attendance data showed that on average students at THPS 
missed16.51 days of school.  If this trend continues it will mean that 
our students will miss half a year of school by the time they graduate 
from Grade 6, which is totally unacceptable.  
Why it’s important  
We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks 
for a great education begin with students coming to school each and every 
day. 
If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental 
skills that will set them up for success in the later years of school. 
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student 
misses puts them behind, and can affect their educational outcomes.  
Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in 
numeracy, writing and reading. 
Getting in early  
Attendance patterns are established early – a child regularly missing days in 
kindergarten or in the early years of school will often continue to miss 
classes in the later years, and receive lower test scores than their 
classmates. It’s vital that students go to school every day – even in the early 
years of primary school. 
 



What we can do 
The main reasons for absence are: 

• Sickness – There are always times when students need to miss school, such as when they’re ill. It’s vital 
that they’re only away on the days they are genuinely sick, and setting good sleep patterns, eating well 
and exercising regularly can make a big difference. 

• It's vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where possible, and not during the term. 

• “Day off” – Think twice before letting your child have a “day off” as they could fall behind their 
classmates – every day counts. 

• Truancy – This is when students choose not to go to school without their parent’s permission. There can 
be many reasons for truancy. The best way to address this is for schools and parents to work together. 

• If for any reason your child must miss school, there are things you can do with your school to ensure 
they don’t fall behind: 

• Speak with your classroom teacher and find out what work your child needs to do to keep up. 

• Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child completes the plan. 
Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom teacher as early as 
possible. Openly communicating with the school about all absences is a good way to prevent attendance issues 
being escalated to a School Attendance Officer.  If you’re having attendance issues with your child, please let 
your classroom teacher know so we can work together to get your child to school every day. For more 
information and resources to help address attendance issues, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/
behaviour/Pages/studentattendance.aspx  
 
Parking  
You have probably already noticed that it is very busy around the school in the morning and afternoons. 
Parking during peak times around any school is difficult, and Taylors Hill is no different. We want to ensure 
that all students have safe access to the school, so I would like to remind parents to make sure that you park 
your car correctly so that it doesn’t block safe access for our students or restrict our neighbours from getting 
in and out of their driveways?  I thank you for your understanding and cooperation with this matter. 
Please be aware that the parking spaces in Loddon Drive are restricted to “No Parking “during School 
Times, which essentially makes this a 2 minute drop off and pick up zone between 8am-9:30am and 
2:30-4pm school days.  
  
Establishing High Expectations 
The first few weeks of school are very important and our aim is to make all of our students feel comfortable 
and successful in their new year level and classroom. Your child’s teacher will be working closely with the 
class to establish classroom expectations and routines. They will discuss behaviour and work expectations and 
set the tone for the year. Teachers are also currently working on developing a picture of the capabilities of each 
student. Lots of assessment happens at the beginning of the year so that we gain an understanding of what 
your child already knows and what skills they need to develop or refine. Teachers can then use this 
information to develop programs that provide support and challenges for every student. Our curriculum is 
designed around building upon what a child already knows and using this to learn and discover more.  
My goal for all of the students at Taylors Hill Primary School is to enable them to achieve their personal best 
both socially and academically, that they are happy, engaged and productive each day. I have high 
expectations of our students and staff and as the educational leader of our school I look forward to supporting 
all of them throughout 2018 to achieve their goals. 
  
Dropping off and collecting your children from their classroom  
When you are dropping off your children in the morning, and picking them up in the afternoon please enter 
the classroom via the external doors.  This enables our learning community spaces inside the building to be 
free for students to work in, and free from congestion in the case of an emergency.  I appreciate your support 
with this matter.  
While the weather is fine we encourage our families to walk or ride to school each day.  Bike riding can be fun 
for the whole family to get some physical exercise but it needs to be enjoyed safely. Bicycle safety involves 
developing riding skills, wearing the right protective gear, and looking after your bike.  Riding to school can be 
a fun activity; however at Taylors Hill Primary School our main concern is to ensure that all students get to 
and from school safely. Students who ride their bikes need to be fully alert to the road rules pertaining to bike 
riders and to keeping themselves and others safe.  
As parents, we encourage you to consider your child’s ability to keep themselves safe on the roads as well as 
continually discussing correct behaviour when riding. To help your child become a safe cyclist, let them have 
lots of practice on safe paths while offering tips on bike handling. Basically, they should be able to ride in a 
straight line, brake properly and corner safely. They should also ride in designated areas such as bike paths 
when possible.  
When students arrive at school they need to get off their bike at the gate and walk their bike to the bike shed.  
This shed will be locked after 9.00am and re-opened just before the bell at the end of the day. 



School Council Elections  

What is a school council and what does it do? 

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed bodies that are given powers 
to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able 
to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students. 

Who is on the school council? 

There are three possible categories of membership: 

• A mandated elected Parent category. More than one third of the total members must be from this 
category. Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) employees can be Parent 
members at their child’s school as long as they are not employed at the school. 

• A mandated elected DEECD employee category. Members of this category may make up no more than 
one third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of 
these members. 

• An optional Community member category. Its members are appointed by a decision of the council 
because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DEECD employees are not eligible to be 
Community members. 

The term of office for all members is two years. Half the members must retire each year, creating vacancies for 
the annual school council elections. 

Why is Parent membership so important? 

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the 
direction of the school. 

Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may also 
find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 

How can you become involved? 

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are only 
held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. 

In view of this, you might seriously consider 

• standing for election as a member of the school council 

• encouraging another person to stand for election. 

Do I need special experience to be on school council? 

No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with others to 
help shape the school’s future. 

What do you need to do to stand for election? 

If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can 
nominate yourself in the Parent category. 

DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not employed are eligible to nominate as 
parents for the school council where their child is enrolled  

Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the notice of 
election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed 
nomination. 

If there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during 
the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 
 



Notice of election and call for nominations  

An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of Taylors Hill Primary School. 

Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged at the office by 4pm on 23/2/2018 

The ballot will close at 4 pm on 2/3/2018 

 
Following the closing of nominations, a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school.  
The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open for 
election are as follows: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
Danielle Stella 

     

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY TERM OF OFFICE NUMBER OF POSITIONS 

Parent member From the day a�er the 

date of the declara�on 

of the poll in 2018 

to and inclusive of the 

date of the declara�on 

of the poll in 2020 

2 

DET employee member From the day a�er the 

date of the declara�on 

of the poll in 2018 

to and inclusive of the 

date of the declara�on 

of the poll in 2020 

1 

Community Member From the day a�er the 

date of the declara�on 

of the poll in 2018 

to and inclusive of the 

date of the declara�on 

of the poll in 2020 

1 

Parent Teacher Meetings - 21 and 22 February 2018 
Our first Parent Teacher Meetings for 2018 will be held on Wednesday 21 and Thursday 
22 February between 4:00 and 7:00pm on both days.  These ten minute meetings 
provide parents with the opportunity to meet with the classroom teacher and specialist 
teachers to share information, ask questions and discuss any relevant issues. 

A ‘Getting To Know Your Child’ questionnaire was sent home yesterday and needs to be 
returned to classroom teachers by next Monday, 12 February. Further information 
about booking Parent Teacher Meetings through the Compass Parent Portal will be sent 
home next week. 

Jill Benham 
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The efforts of classroom helpers are highly valued at THPS, as opportunities 
for student learning are increased by the participation of understanding adults. 

 

The Classroom Helpers Course is run over 3 mornings, with each session being 1 hour. 

Participation in the program enables helpers to understand the process of learning and therefore, be able to 
most effectively support students in classroom activities.  

Friday, 23 February 
Friday, 2 March 
Friday, 9 March 
9:15am – 10:15am 
In the Staff Room 

Participants must sign in at the Office 
Morning Tea Provided 

Trudy Smith 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-

Classroom Helpers Course 

23 February, 2 March + 9 March @ 9:15am 

  I would like to attend the 3 sessions of the Classroom Helpers Course. 

Name:_________________________________________________________________________
__ 

Child/ren: ___________________________________________________ Grade: 
____________ 

                 ___________________________________________________             



 

 

THPS MARKET & MOVIE NIGHT 

SAVE THE DATE 
Friday 16th March 2018 – from 6pm 

Mark this date on your calendar now for a great night’s entertainment.  
Enjoy a picnic dinner with friends, browse at our THPS Market stalls and 

then enjoy watching a movie with your family and friends.  
Food vans will be selling food, drinks and snacks - Raffle Tickets 

will be sold on the night 

 

 

 

 
MOVIE STARTS AT approximately 8:00pm 

THPS Market 
6:00pm – 8:30pm 

Do you like creating, making or baking things that you could share with our 
community? 

Would you like to sell your creations at the THPS Market and Movie Night? 

APPLY FOR A STALL NOW! 
 

Pick up a Market Stall Application Form from the School Office – Applications close 
1st March. 

Stalls are $20 plus a donation to the Raffle. BYO all tables, chairs and equipment. 
PLEASE NOTE: This is a creators market selling new products – not a Trash n 

Treasure Market 



LEARNING CENTRE 

NEWS! 
Welcome from Mrs Sartori and Mrs Baron in the Learning Centre to all 
students, we are looking forward to a wonderful year ahead. We have a 
large, collection of books to share this year, filled with stories and facts.   
We will also be introducing eBooks for borrowing.  More information will 

be shared about this at a later date.   

The greatest news for the Learning Centre is the introduction of 
OLIVER this is our new library system and students will be able to 

access it from any device in the school or at home providing there is an 
internet connection.  Students will be able to search on a range of topics 
and interests and check availability.  Eventually as we all learn the 

system together students will be able to log in, search, personalise their 
page and create their own avatar, more on these developments as we 
progress.  At present we would like all students, with the help of parents 

to copy and paste the following link into their Browser, add as a 
Favourite, they will then be able to start on this wonderful journey of 

exploration of our Learning Centre resources on-line. 

https://taylorshillps.softlinkhosting.com.au/oliver/junior.do?_open=1 

We also have our on-line encyclopaedia WORLD BOOK, this is a valuable 
resource and we encourage all families to have a look and explore this 
site, it includes:  a full encyclopaedia, access to newspapers, many 

subjects and articles can be translated into different languages, games 
for all ages and there is a range of on-line books to practice reading 
skills and strategies.   The WORLD BOOK on-line is available to all 

students and their families. 

   

GO TO:  www.worldbookonline.com   
LOG IN:  taylorshps  PASSWORD:  library  

 
 

Any questions please call me on 9361 4900 and 
ask for Mrs Sartori. 

Please take the time to have some fun and 
explore the sites with your child. 

Learning Centre / Library sessions start next 
week, all students will need to bring their Blue 

Satchel to borrow a book.   

Maria Sartori – Ann Baron  - Learning Centre  



Outdoor play the 

SunSmart way at 

THPS!  
 

SunSmart acknowledges the 

importance of active, outdoor play for 

overall health and development.  
To ensure children can engage in fun, 

sun safe outdoor play throughout the 

day, please follow the 5 SunSmart 

steps during the daily sun protection 

times.  
 

Why?  
Too much of the sun’s UV radiation 

can cause sunburn, skin and eye 

damage and skin cancer. Infants and 

toddlers up to four years of age are 

particularly vulnerable to UV damage 

due to lower levels of melanin and a 

thinner stratum corneum (the 

outermost layer of skin). UV damage 

accumulated during childhood and 

adolescence is associated with an 

increased risk of skin cancer later in 

life.  
 

How?  
Check SunSmart’s daily sun protection 

times so you know when you do and 

don’t need sun protection each day. 

These are available as a free app, 

online (sunsmart.com.au or 

myuv.com.au), in the weather section 

of the newspaper or as a free website 

widget, which is available on our 

THPS website. 
At THPS it is essential ALL students 
wear a broad brimmed or bucket hat 
(Sun Smart Policy) from mid-August 
to the end of April. Students without 
an approved hat must stay in a 
designated shaded area while outside. 

 

Jill Benham 

THPS Parents and Friends 
Association (PFA) 

 

NEXT MEETING FOR 2018 
 

Tuesday 12th March at 12:30pm 
 

Being a member of the PFA is a great way to get to 
know other parents and support our school 

community 

Sign in at the office – Meeting in Staff 
Room #2 

 

ALL WELCOME 



Taylors Hill Primary School 

 Parent/Toddler Group 

2018 

 
Come and join us next Thursday 15th February for 

Parent Toddler Group. 

 

This free informal group run by Bernadette Barclay, 
Student Wellbeing Coordinator, is a great way for you and 
your pre -school children to make new friends and get to 

know other parents.  

Where: YMCA 12 Park Lane Taylors Hill 

When: Thursday 15th February 

Time:  9:00am-10:30am 

 

Everyone welcome 

 Morning Tea Provided 





 Congratulations to our Students of the WeekCongratulations to our Students of the WeekCongratulations to our Students of the WeekCongratulations to our Students of the Week    

Prep A Havana 

Prep B Emilia 

Prep C Louie 

Prep D Zachary 

Prep E Dylan 

1A Lucas 

1B Jaiden 

1C Armaan 

1D Ryder 

1E Miyah 

2A Eden 

2B Arda 

2C Aydin 

2D Tristyn 

2E Lilli-Rose 

3A Supriya 

3B Nicola 

3C Chelsea 

3D Harley 

3E Maya 

4A Sienna 

4B Jasmin 

4C Belinda 

4D Brandon 

4E Anastasia 

5A Shelby 

5B Enver 

5C Haybel 

5D Jesse 

5E Honey 

6A Olivia 

6B Ashlee 

6C Xavier 

6D Kent 

Term 1, Week 1 

SECONDHAND UNIFORM SALE 
PFA will be having another uniform sale prior to next weeks assembly 

MONDAY 12TH FEBRUARY AT 2.40PM in the undercover area outside the 
canteen. 

Come along and browse prior to assembly, we still have old stock to be cleared so 
there will be plenty bargains.   


