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July   

Dear Taylors Hill Community, 
 
PARENT TEACHER MEETINGS – 26th + 27th JUNE 
It is hard to believe that the first half of the school year is nearly over. It only seems like 
yesterday that the first day of school was here and everyone was in new classrooms and 
making new friends. Five months later it is time to look back and see the progress that has 
happened, as well as looking forward to setting new goals for the second half of the year. 

Parent Teacher Meetings are an opportunity for you to formally meet with your child’s 
teacher.  By asking questions and gathering more detail about the information provided on 
your Student Report, you have an opportunity to become more involved in your child’s 
learning and provide support where needed. 
Our meetings are scheduled for 10 minutes only. 
So, here are some tips for getting the most out of the Parent Teacher Meetings: 
  
BEFORE THE MEETING 

- Read your child’s Report and discuss it with your child. 
- Write a list of specific questions you wish to ask your child’s teacher.  
 DURING THE MEETING 
- Bring your child’s report and your list of notes or questions to the 

meeting. 
- If you want to know about a specific area of your child’s progress, let 

the teacher know this at the start so you can focus the meeting on this topic. 
- Ask the teacher to clarify any part of the report that you did not understand or want more 

information about. 
- Discuss plans and strategies for your child’s future learning. 
 AFTER THE MEETING 

- Talk with your child about what you have discussed and how you can work together to 
improve their learning. 

- Keep in regular contact with the teacher to follow up on any of the mutually-agreed plans. 
  You can also request meetings at other times. If you are concerned about your child’s 
progress, discuss these concerns with the teacher by making a mutually convenient time to 
meet. 
 
 COMMUNICATION WITH TEACHERS 
An important part of our school community is having open communication between 
teachers and parents. While our doors are always open for parents, there are ways to 
communicate that get the best results for all involved. If you need to tell your child’s teacher 
something, ask a question or need a discussion, please use the following processes: 

- 8:50am Classrooms Open: this is a great time to ask a quick question or request a time to 
meet with the teacher. Keep in mind that this is a very busy time in classrooms, so lengthy 
conversations cannot be held during this time.  

- Phone Call: this is an opportunity to speak to the teacher directly or request a time to 
meet with the teacher. If you ae wanting to talk to the teacher on the phone, please be 
mindful that teachers must be in their classrooms between 8:50am and 3:30pm, so they 
may need to call you back outside of class and meeting times. 

- Diary Note: student diaries are a great place to ask a quick question or request a 
meeting. 

- School Email Address: an email that is sent to the school email address 
taylors.hill.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au can be forwarded to the teacher. Just place the teachers 
name in the subject line and the teacher can then call you to make a meeting or to talk 
to you over the phone. 
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Our Classroom Facebook pages are not a communication tool for individual contact or messages. We use Facebook to keep 
parents updated about what’s happening in the classroom and to give reminders about upcoming events. Teachers don’t 
use messenger through Facebook. Please do not use messenger to directly communicate with teachers or post questions on 
the class newsfeed, as this is not a supported form of communication at THPS. Dojo is a class reward system used at our 
school and although there is also a messenger function attached to this, teachers cannot communicate with parents through 
this system. 
 
Making a time to meet or calling to speak to the teacher directly is the best way to communicate with teachers as it allows 
us to build a relationship with our families. Please also make sure that you read the whole school and class newsletters, as 
these documents are full of important information that just might answer the question you have.   
 
 
CURRICULUM DAY LEARNING 
On Friday 15th June, the THPS staff had a great day of numeracy learning with consultant Michael Ymer. The focus of our 
learning was supporting students to make sense of numeration, counting and place value. Our aim is for students to have 
deep understanding of numeration in order to use and apply these skills to more complex mathematical thinking and real 
life situations.  
 
Professional learning for our staff is a valuable part of how we operate at Taylors Hill. Continued learning and skill 
development for teachers and education support staff allows our students to benefit in their learning from best practice 
teaching methods. So thank you for supporting our Curriculum Days and promoting the value of learning for everyone in 
our community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GOOD LUCK 
At the end of the term, we have three staff members leaving THPS.  
We wish Mrs Hayley Richards (Grade 2 Literacy Intervention Teacher) the best of luck and health as she heads off to have 
her second child. Babies are always wonderful news and so we will be waiting eagerly to hear about the new arrival in the 
next six weeks. Mrs Richards will be missed terribly but we thank her for her work with our Grade 2 students. 
We say ‘bon voyage’ to Miss Elysia Stasi (PE and Science Teacher) who is going on an overseas adventure. We wish her luck 
and safe travels, and thank her for being a valued member of our Specialist Teaching Team. 
Mrs Tracey Couley (Education Support) has been successfully appointed to a school closer to her home. She has worked with 
a number of students across her time at THPS and we thank her for her efforts and wish her luck with her next steps.  
 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
It has been another big term of learning and activity at Taylors Hill PS and I am very proud of all the students and how they 
have progressed. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our staff for the wonderful work they do every day to 
ensure our students have the best possible learning experiences. 

The LAST DAY of Term 2 is FRIDAY 29th JUNE at 2:30pm 
The FIRST DAY of Term 3 is MONDAY 16th JULY at 8:50am. 

From all the staff at THPS, we wish our students and families a happy and safe term holiday. Keep warm, stay 

active and get plenty of sleep throughout the break and we look forward to seeing everyone back after two 

weeks. 

 
Trudy Smith 
Assistant Principal – Curriculum Director 



 

Grade 6 Excursion to Rethink 
 
On 14th June, the Grade 6 students visited the Banyule Education Rethink Centre.  The 
students learnt about the materials that can be recycled which include plastic, steel, glass, 
paper and aluminium.  They also learnt about the raw resources needed to make each of these 
materials.  The students viewed the Materials Recovery Facility, MRF for short, which was a bit 
smelly.  The MRF is the place where each of the recyclable materials is separated.  For 
example one of the trommels (a large spinning barrel with holes in it) separates the paper from 
the glass, metal and plastic. 
 
The information about sustainability was presented by the ‘Material Girls’, Taffeta and Organza.  
The students played two games.  One of the games was focused on making smart choices 
about packaging when shopping at the supermarket.  The second game was a quiz about the 
processes involved in turning used materials into new products. 
 
The take away message from the excursion was to think about unnecessary packaging and 
recycle everything that can be recycled which will enable all of us to save precious resources 
and to live in a sustainable manner. 
 
By Maybel 6C, Angelina 6D, Tara 6C and Yasemin 6D 

THPS Semester One Student Reports 
Semester One Student Reports will be available on 

COMPASS 
Friday 22nd June after 11:00am 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Parent Teacher Meetings 

Tuesday 26th and 27th June 4 – 7pm 
Bookings CLOSE through the THPS Compass Parent Portal Friday 22 June @ 11am 

 



BANYULE RETHINK RECOVERY CENTRE  
 

When walking through the doors of the enormous Banyule Rethink Recovery Centre, the Grade 

6’s already knew that it would be a day full of learning! When we first arrived, we were 

introduced to the Recycling Girls who showed us ways to be more sustainable and what they 

do at the centre. The five resources they recycle are: glass, plastic, aluminum, paper and steel. 

They did a dance about how to help the environment, we played trivia games and got to play a 

game show called ‘Sustainable Shopping.’ The teachers were also contributing in the games 

too! It was funny to see them do the ‘Compost Dance.’  

 

At the end of the day, we also got to see their recycling machinery in action. We all had to 

stand on a special viewing platform and saw how the machines sorted and compacted 

materials, ready to be broken down and made into new products.  

 

Overall, the day was a terrific experience and we all learnt so much! Thank you to Ms Martin 

and Ms Stasi for organising the excursion. 

 

By Ashlee and Claude— Enviro Team Leaders 

 

 



Camp Weekaway Benloch 
Grade 3 & 4 

The Grade Threes and Fours went on camp to Camp Weekaway in Benloch.  
Students travelled by bus and it took around one and a half hours. 

The Grade Fours went on Monday 4th June and came back Wednesday 6th June.  
The Grade Threes went on Wednesday 6th June and returned on Friday 8th June. 

Students participated in eight activities—Hut Building, Damper Cooking, Photo 
Regaining, Flying Fox, Ropes Course, Initiatives, Archery and The Maze. 

On the first night we had lasagne, vegetables and ice cream with sprinkles and 
topping.  On the second night we had beef, vegetables and apple pie.  For lunch we 
had hot chicken wraps with mini chocolate cake. 

On the way home from camp we stopped for a picnic lunch at Hanging Rock.  We 
had sandwiches and rolls with our choice of filling, we also had a piece of fruit, a 
delicious truffle and 2 biscuits. 

Then we left for school 

By Sia 3A and Roman 4D 

 



 



LEARNING CENTRE NEWS! 
What a wonderful term we have had in the Learning Centre, borrowing rates 

have been fantastic and many of the senior students have taken advantage of 

the ebooks available. 

The Scholastic Book Fair was a success and we have already started spending 
our points with new books hitting the shelves and extra books for the Classroom 

Libraries. 

Students in Term 2 have become more comfortable using the new library 

system, Orbit,  with a couple submitting their own book reviews to be published 

on the site.  Well done:  Dalal 6C & Lucas 2B 

We attended the annual SLAV (School Library Association of Victoria) conference 
and it was great to see what other schools are doing and share ideas.  The main 
point taken away from the conference is very timely for Winter and the holidays, 

when snuggling up with a book and reading aloud with your child is one of the 

best things in life and has so many additional benefits. 

“The frequency of reading to children at a young age has a direct and causal 
effect on their school outcomes regardless of family background or home 

environment”   

This is taken from the Education Department and Melbourne University study:  

Reading to young children: A head start in life? 2012 

So remember to take the time to read for yourself and your child.  We are lucky 
to have beautiful Public Libraries in our area that can keep the whole family 

supplied and entertained during the break. 

All the best for the holidays.   

 

Mrs Baron and Mrs Sartori – Learning Centre 

SAVE THE DATE 
THPS Walking Group Morning Tea 

Wednesday 25th July 
Meet us at the Taylors Hill Community Centre car park/skate park 
just before 8.30am to walk your child/children to school. 

Park your car, walk with your child to school and meet back at the 
Community Centre for a cuppa and biscuit and meet the 
Community Centre Staff. 







 
Congratulations to our Students of the Week 

Term 2, Week 9 

Prep A Tahlia 

Prep B Sarah 

Prep C Leeara 

Prep D Taj 

Prep E Christian 

1A Mason 

1B Teah 

1C Vivian 

1D Isabela 

1E Lucas A 

2A Grace 

2B Izaiha 

2C Novak 

2D Caleb 

2E Leeya 

3A Matthew 

3B Izack 

3C Jacob 

3D Caleb 

3E Aden 

4A Angad 

4B Vanessa 

4C Ethan 

4D Cooper 

4E Sky 

5A Jessica 

5B Noah 

5C Jonathan 

5D Jacob 

5E Cindy 

6A Deacon 

6B Shanzeh 

6C Luke 

6D Katelyn 

The Arts P-2 Stan, Prep B 

The Arts 3-6 Amy 6B 

Science 3-6 Navaeh 6C 

PE P-2  Alicia 2B 

PE 3-6 Sky 4E 

Italian Nathan, Prep C 

Learning Centre Kenith 3C 

Numeracy Question P-2 Mason 1A & Riley 1B 

Numeracy Question 3-6 Alana 5D & Kayden 4D 


