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Learning, Integrity, Honesty, Personal Best, Positive Relationships

Dear Taylors Hill Community,
NAPLAN
In the next week, the Grade 3 and 5 students will receive their individual student report
from their NAPLAN tests. As a school we also have access to our whole school data, so
we are currently analysing it to understand how our students are learning and
crosschecking student’s results with our school based assessments.
At first glance, I am pleased to report that we have improved the relative growth
students have made over the past two years, including maintaining 45% of students in
the top 2 bands and showing high growth in Numeracy, which is very pleasing for our
students and their teachers.
If any of our Grade 3 and 5 parents wish to discuss your child’s NAPLAN results, please
contact your child’s classroom teacher and they will be happy to make a time to discuss
this with you.
Personal and Social Learning- Problem Solving
Following on from our learning about Positive Coping, our personal and social learning
topic is now Problem Solving. Having good problem solving skills in learning and in life is
very important, particularly when you need to make a decision or things don’t go quite
as you planned.
There are some main steps to solving problems that everyone at THPS is learning about,
and it’s good to know that we are all learning about this together.
If you are faced with a problem, you can remember these 6 steps:
Step 1: Identify the problem – what is the actual problem?
Step 2: Think of possible solutions – think about 2 or 3 options to solve the problem
Step 3: Evaluate your options – what are the positives and negatives of each?
Step 4: Decide on a solution – what is the best option for this problem?
Step 5: Implement the solution – have a go
Step 6: Evaluate the outcome – ask … did it work?
Sometimes these steps will take some time and other problems can be worked through
really quickly. The most important thing is to remember to focus on solving your
problem, don’t just dwell on the problem.
1:1 DEVICE PROGRAM
This program runs in our Grade 4-6 classrooms and supports our students to integrate
the use of technology into their suite of learning tools and focuses on the importance of
acceptable and responsible use of devices and online spaces in a supervised
environment. We had an information session, for parents of Grade 3 students, regarding
this program on Tuesday evening. If you were unable to come to this session, the
information has been sent home with your child and if you have any questions please
make a time to discuss this with your child’s classroom teacher.
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What’s Due ?

2020 Notice of School Transfer/Absence
Planning for 2020 is underway, so if your family is transferring to another school next
year, I would appreciate if you could notify the office in writing as soon as practically
possible. This would greatly assist the school in planning for next year.
Danielle Stella

•

THPS House Walkathon ~
Money Forms Due
Tomorrow

•

Moving into the Teens
Years Grade 4, 5 & 6 ~
Money Due Thu 19 Sept

•

Grade 2 Day Camp ~
Money Due Fri 25 Oct

THPS HOUSE
WALKATHON
Friday 13th September
Forms and money raised are due in NOW … please return by
Friday 6th September
We are looking forward to our annual THPS House Walkathon – Run 4 Fun.
WHEN:

Friday 13th September
Session 1 – 9:30am - 10:00am – Prep
Session 2 – 10:15am - 11:00am – Grade 1 & 2
Session 3 – 11:45am - 12:30pm – Grade 3 & 4
Session 4 - 12:45am - 1:30pm – Grade 5 & 6

WHAT TO WEAR:Walking Shoes and House Colours

LODDON – Yellow
WATERVALE – Blue
PARK – Green
CALDER – Red
LOCATION:

THPS Oval

Parents are very welcome to attend, watch and participate. Please sign in and
out of the office while visiting and take note of the different session times,
outlined above.
A Coffee Van will be selling coffee, tea, hot chocolate and cakes for parents and
visitors to enjoy … the van opens at 8:30am and will be selling all day!
DONATIONS COLLECTED:
Thank you for collecting donations to sponsor our students for participating in
the Walkathon. This event is a major PFA fundraiser for the term and we
appreciate your ongoing support. All funds raised will be used to expand our
classroom libraries and play time equipment.
Student forms and money are due back at school –
please return the sponsorship form AND the money
collected to the school by Friday 6th September.
Thank you!

Taylors Hill Primary School is a Sun
Smart School
ALL students are required to wear hats from the
beginning of September through to the end of April
to ensure we are protecting ourselves from the
sun’s UV rays. Beginning Monday 9th September,
No Hat, No Play is enforced.
This in an excerpt from the THPS SunSmart Policy, which is located on
our Taylors Hill Primary School Website.
School Council ensures there are sufficient shelters and trees providing shade in
outdoor areas particularly in high-use areas e.g. where students have lunch, canteen,
assembly, sports, outdoor lessons and popular play spaces. In consultation with the
School Council, shade provision is considered in plans for future buildings and
grounds.
The availability of shade is considered when planning all other outdoor activities.
Students are encouraged to use available areas of shade when outside.
Students who do not have appropriate hats or outdoor clothing are asked to play in
the shade or a suitable area protected from the sun.
3.1
All students are required to wear hats that protect their face, neck and
ears (broad-brimmed or bucket hat), whenever they are outside including
recess, lunch, sport and excursions, between mid-August and end of April.
Peak caps and visors are not considered a suitable alternative. A Sun Smart
hat as provided by the PSW uniform suppliers is part of the THPS uniform.
3.2
Students without an approved hat must stay in a designated shaded
area while outside.
Further information can be found on the Taylors Hill Primary School website, along
with the SunSmart widget.

Learning Centre News!
It is great to see the sun shining and light pouring through
our beautiful Learning Centre windows! It is a lovely time of
year to sit outside after school or on the weekend reading a
library book but the nights are still chilly and damp so as the
rhyme says, “Read a little bit and put it in your satchel”. I
hope some of you enjoyed sharing a “Dad” themed story on
Father’s Day as many were borrowed especially by our
younger students.

As well as our collection in the Learning Centre we also have a
large range of ebooks available through both ORBIT and
World Book On-Line. For quick access to these go to ORBIT
on our website.
To log in use your student’s ID eg. ABC0001 and click through
the password and World Book On-Line details are on the
home page. Please be mindful these are subscriptions to be
used by THPS students and family only please do not share
with others.
Students may have told you of the new additions to the
Learning Centre some extra seating for our younger students
and a “friend” to lean on for our older ones. Thank you to
Caroline Springs Library for thinking of us.

Victorian Premiers’ Challenge Update
A reminder that the Premiers’ Reading Challenge finishes tomorrow
Friday the 6th of September. Please ensure that all children have
uploaded all books that they have read on the Premiers’ Reading
Challenge website: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/
events/prc/Pages/default.aspx
No further books can be added after the close of the challenge.
For students to complete the challenge, Prep to Year 2 students
need to read or experience 30 books, at least 20 books from the
challenge book list and 10 can be free choice. For Years 3-6,
students must read 15 books, at least 10 books from the challenge
website and 5 can be free choice.
A big congratulations to all students who have participated in the
challenge!
Nicky Doxas and Helen Fitzgerald
PRC Challenge Coordinators

ATTENDANCE
Our Term 3 data shows improvement with many of our
students showing greater attendance. We hope to see the
numbers increase in weeks 8, 9, & 10. Well done THPS!

GRADE ONE SWIMMING PROGRAM
As an integral component of the Victorian Curriculum, Health and Physical Education Program, Grade One
students have been participating in a Swimming Program during Term Three, consisting of ten 45 minute
lessons, during this two week, intensive program. Students will develop an understanding of basic
swimming skills, water confidence and a positive self-esteem. At the conclusion of the program certificates
detailing the skills learned will be issued by the swimming centre and distributed at school.
Included here are some reflections from, and photos of, our Grade One students . . .
Grade One students have been swimming for the past 9 days. We have had so much fun learning lots of
new skills, including blowing bubbles, kicking, treading water, floating and different swimming strokes.
“I have really enjoyed the jumps and dives. I have improved on my diving skills by aiming at the spot I want
to dive in.” (Ashley 1A)
“I like swimming because we learn to tread water and 1,2,3 freestyle.” (Ryan M, 1B)
“I have liked kicking on my back because I have improved at it and only need one board to help me now. I
also love playing tag because it is fun!” (Nathan 1C)
“My favourite part about swimming was the jumps because they made a huge splash!” (Athan, 1D)
“I enjoy going swimming because I get to learn new skills with all my friends.” (Jake 1E)

First Aid Incursion
During Health and Physical Education Week, our Foundation Students and
Grade 1, 3 and 5 students will be participating in a FREE First Aid for
Students Incursion conducted by St John Ambulance. This incursion will
take place in classrooms with individual classes. Students will participate in
a 45 minute session with their grade.
Incursion Dates:
Foundation

Tuesday 10th September

Grade 5 & 3

Wednesday 11th September

Grade 1

Thursday 12th September

The First Aid course is designed to teach children aged 5 to 13 basic first
aid. The 4 different courses for the different grade levels, build on and
contain a wealth of first aid knowledge, skills demonstration and practice
by a nationally accredited organisation. It is practical education to equip
children with the knowledge to identify health risks and strategies to help
those who are sick or injured or in times of a medical emergency. If you
have any questions please contact your child's classroom teacher. You can
also refer to the website to explore the incursion further.
https://www.stjohnvic.com.au/

Moving into the Teen Years
During Term 4 all Year 5 & 6 students will be involved in a very important
unit of work titled ‘Moving into the Teen Years’. This unit has been
specifically designed to further your child’s understanding about puberty,
reproduction and personal hygiene. It also involves students in a broad
range of learning experiences that explore adolescence, the role of peer
support and peer pressure, and the importance of self-esteem and healthy
relationships with others. Consent and payment for this program are due
by Thursday 19th September.

FATHER’S DAY STALL AND
CARD MAKING NIGHT
We hope that all the fathers and special role models to our students had a
wonderful Father’s Day last Sunday.
We enjoyed preparing for the day with the students through our Father’s Day
Stall and Card Making Night.
A big thank you to our wonderful PFA for their organisation and time they put
into the successful stall – this is a great independent shopping opportunity for
our students and we appreciate the efforts our parent volunteers put in. Also
our appreciation goes to Ms Bofill and all the teachers for setting up and
supporting the Card Making Night. Thank you to all the families who attended.
When students attend the Card Making Night, they get to fill in a raffle ticket
and that goes into a free draw to win an extra present for Dad. This year the
winners were:

Harry from Prep E
Jasmine from Prep D
Hana from 2C
Alana from 3E
Megan from 4D
Buthmini from 5B
Congratulations and thank you,
Trudy Smith – Assistant Principal

Congratulations to our Students of the Week
Term 3, Week 6
Term 3, Week 7
Prep A

Badih

Prep A

Carlos

Prep B

Alvyn

Prep B

Oscar

Prep C

Nelia

Prep C

Ethan

Prep D

Dominic

Prep E

Raiden

2A

Jaiden

2B

Leanna

2C

Hassan

2D

Leah

2E

Anh

3A

Asraa

Prep D

Hailey

Prep E

Alfrona

2A

Emilija

2B

Jacob

2C

Lucas T

2D

Lida

2E

Armaan

3A

Joshua

3B

Josh

3B

Wyatt

3C

Alicia

3C

Grace

3D

Amelia

3D

Charlotte

3E

Jackson

3E

Lucas

4A

Amber

4A

Sam

4B

Martina

4B

Aiden

4C

Luca

4C

Daniel

4D

Supriya

4D

Elil

5A

Tess

5B

Julius

5A

Anastasia
5C

Alexander

5B

Jakob

5D

Admad

5C

Sienna

5E

Keysha

5D

Manaia

6A

Zoe

5E

Brandon

6B

Amy

6A

Deo

6C

Joseph

6B

Ashneet

6D

Arda

6C

Giuliano

6E

Gioreen

6D

Tessa

Science P-2

Peter Prep B

6E

Emilly

The Arts P-2

Madeline Prep E

Science 3-6

Leyla Prep C

The Arts 3-6

Lachlan 5B

The Arts P-2

Jayden Prep E

PE Prep-2

Ayah 1D

The Arts 3-6

Roman 5D

PE 3-6

Larissa 6C

Italian 3-6

Erica 3A

PE Prep-2

Isabel 1D

PE 3-6

Lachlan 5B

Italian 3-6

Hunter 4B

Learning Centre

Ethan 5E

