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Learning, Integrity, Honesty, Personal Best, Positive Relationships 

Dear Taylors Hill Community, 

Welcome to the new school year! It is my pleasure to write our first 
newsletter for 2021 and warmly welcome our new families to the 
Taylors Hill community. 
This newsletter will be published fortnightly, on a Thursday afternoon 
and parents can access it through Compass or if you require a hard 
copy please collect one from the office.   The newsletter is an important 
form of communication between the school and home, so please ensure 
you read it with your children, so that you know what is happening at 
our wonderful school.  

Great Start to 2021! 
I am pleased to report to you that we have had a very smooth start to 
the year with all students settling well into their new classes.  Prior to 
the students beginning this year our staff worked hard to plan and 
establish their classrooms into supportive and inviting learning 
environments for our students to learn in.  
It has been so wonderful to welcome our parents and carers back in our 

school grounds. I would like to thank you for supporting us with our 

CovidSafe plan, by either continuing to have a meeting spot outside one 

of the gates, dropping off and collecting your children outside the 

classroom door, so we don’t exceed density limits and maintaining 

social distancing requirements. 

Your child’s classroom teacher is the first point of contact if you have 
any queries.  As you are probably already aware the start and the end 
of the school day are very busy and now also including the current 
density limits we must adhere to, you may need to make an alternate 
time to meet your child’s teacher if you need to discuss issues in more 
detail. If you have any other queries beyond the classroom teacher you 
can contact either Mim Di Filippo (P-3 Assistant Principal), Caitlin 
Gillias (4-6 Assistant Principal) or Trudy Smith (Assistant Principal 
and Curriculum Director). 
 
Every Day Counts  

Going to school every day is the single most important part of your 
child’s education. Students learn new things at school every day –
missing school puts them behind.  

The importance of daily attendance, particularly in response to the 
disruptive learning time we had in 2020 is a priority for our school.  

Why it’s important  

We all want our students to get a great education and the building 
blocks for a great education begin with students coming to school each 
and every day. 

If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the 
fundamental skills that will set them up for success in the later years of 
school. 



There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them 
behind, and can affect their educational outcomes.  

Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in numeracy, writing and 
reading. 
 
Getting in early  

Attendance patterns are established early – a child regularly missing days in kindergarten or 
in the early years of school will often continue to miss classes in the later years, and receive 
lower test scores than their classmates. It’s vital that students go to school every day – even in 
the early years of primary school.  Being on time to school is also an important routine to 
establish in the early years. 
 
What we can do 

The main reasons for absence are: 

• Sickness – There are always times when students need to miss school, such as when 
they’re ill. It’s vital that they’re only away on the days they are genuinely sick, and 
setting good sleep patterns, eating well and exercising regularly can make a big 
difference. 

• It's vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where possible, and not 
during the term. 

• “Day off” – Think twice before letting your child have a “day off” as they could fall behind 
their classmates – every day counts. 

• Truancy – This is when students choose not to go to school without their parent’s 
permission. There can be many reasons for truancy. The best way to address this is for 
schools and parents to work together. 

• If for any reason your child must miss school, there are things you can do with your 
school to ensure they don’t fall behind: 

Speak with your classroom teacher and find out what work your child needs to do to keep up. 
Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child completes the 
plan. 
 
Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, contact your classroom teacher 
as early as possible. Openly communicating with the school about all absences is a good way 
to prevent attendance issues being escalated to a School Attendance Officer.  If you’re having 
attendance issues with your child, please let your classroom teacher know so we can work 
together to get your child to school every day. For more information and resources to help 
address attendance issues, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/behaviour/
Pages/studentattendance.aspx  
 
Establishing High Expectations 
 
The first few weeks of school are very important and our aim is to make all of our students 
feel comfortable and successful in their new year level and classroom. Your child’s teacher 
will be working closely with the class to establish classroom expectations and routines. They 
will discuss behaviour and work expectations and set the tone for the year. Teachers are also 
currently working on developing a picture of the capabilities of each student.  
 
My goal for all of the students at Taylors Hill Primary School is to enable them to achieve their 
personal best both socially and academically, that they are happy, engaged and productive 
each day. I have high expectations of our students and staff and as the educational leader of 
our school I look forward to supporting all of them throughout 2021 to achieve their goals.  
 

 



School Council Elections  

What is a school council and what does it do? 

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed bodies that 
are given powers to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In 
doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the 
school provides for its students. 

Who is on the school council? 

There are three possible categories of membership: 

• A mandated elected Parent category. More than one third of the total members must be 
from this category. Department of Education (DET) employees can be Parent members at 
their child’s school as long as they are not employed at the school. 

• A mandated elected DET employee category. Members of this category may make up no 
more than one third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school 
is automatically one of these members. 

• An optional Community member category. Its members are appointed by a decision of the 
council because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not 
eligible to be Community members. 

The term of office for all members is two years. Half the members must retire each year, 
creating vacancies for the annual school council elections. 

Why is Parent membership so important? 

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can 
help shape the direction of the school. 

Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself 
and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 

How can you become involved? 

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. 
However, ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions 
vacant. 

In view of this, you might seriously consider 

• standing for election as a member of the school council 

• encouraging another person to stand for election. 

Do I need special experience to be on school council? 

No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in 
partnership with others to help shape the school’s future. 

What do you need to do to stand for election? 

If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a 
candidate or you can nominate yourself in the Parent category. 

DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not employed are eligible 
to nominate as parents for the school council where their child is enrolled  

Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on 
the notice of election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the 
receipt of your completed nomination. 

If there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be 
conducted during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 



Notice of election and call for nominations  

An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of Taylors Hill Primary 
School. Nomination forms may be obtained from the school office.  

• Closing date for nominations is 4pm on 11/2/2021 

• If required, the date by which the list of candidates and nominators will be posted is 
15/2/2021.  

• If required, the date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed is on or 
before 22/2/2021.  

• If required, the ballot will close at 4 pm on 4/3/2021 
 
The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership 
category open for election are as follows: 

 

 
 
 
Danielle Stella  

 

 

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY TERM OF OFFICE NUMBER OF POSITIONS 

Parent member From the day a�er the 

date of the declara�on of 

the poll in 2021 

to and inclusive of the date 

of the declara�on of the 

poll in 2023 

2 

DET employee member From the day a�er the 

date of the declara�on of 

the poll in 2021 

to and inclusive of the date 

of the declara�on of the 

poll in 2023 

1 

Community Member From the day a�er the 

date of the declara�on of 

the poll in 2021 

to and inclusive of the date 

of the declara�on of the 

poll in 2023 

1 



PARKING SAFELY 

The drop off and pick up times at school is busy in our streets but if we all work together to 
obey the parking and road rules, our whole community benefits. When people park incorrectly, 
it puts our students at risk. Therefore, please be mindful of the following: 
 

DROP OFF AND PICK UP ZONE - Loddon Drive 

The parking bays in Loddon Drive are a No Parking zone. This means you can only stop your 
car for a maximum of 2 minutes and you cannot leave your vehicle.  
 

NO STOPPING ZONES - Loddon Drive, Park Lane, Lachlan Lane 

There are No Stopping Zones clearly signed in the streets surrounding our school. These 
areas prohibit parking on one side of the road to allow for traffic to still flow. Please look at and 
obey parking signs. 
 

NO DOUBLE PARKING 

Please don't double park to let your children out of the car or to pick them up. It is extremely 
unsafe for children to walk between parked cars, as drivers cannot see them. Double parking 
also stops the traffic flow of the roads. 
 

NO U TURNS 

Doing a U Turn outside the school on Loddon Drive and Park Lane is dangerous and holds up 
the traffic. Please drive up to the roundabouts to turn around if needed. This includes pulling 
into driveways to turn around - this can be dangerous with so many children and families 
walking on the footpaths and also stops traffic when reversing out. This is also an issue at the 
Lachlan Lane gate (basketball courts) - with such a small area outside the gate for cars and 
pedestrians, please avoid entering if there are already cars parked in the allocated spots. 
 

NO PARKING ON NATURESTRIPS 

Please do not park on the nature strips of houses surrounding our school. This is a parking 
offence and also damages the grass area belonging to our neighbours. 
 

Please refer to the Melton Council 'Safe Driving and Parking' brochure for THPS: h"ps://
www.melton.vic.gov.au/Services/Building-Planning-Transport/Roads-and-traffic/Car-parking  



Safer Internet 
Day 2021 

 
 

Webinars for parents and carers 
This Safer Internet Day the eSafety Commissioners Office will be 
providing webinars for parents and carers, at no cost. These live webinars explore 
the latest research and they are a great way to learn how you can help your child 
develop the skills to be safer online. All sessions are delivered by eSafety's expert 
education and training team. 
  

‘eSafety's Parent Guide to Cyberbullying and Online Drama’ 
 
This webinar will look at how parents and carers can support young 
people to have safe and respectful online relationships and what to 
do if things go wrong. 
 
It will cover: 

•  starting conversations with your child about 
 their online friendships and positive ways to 
 deal with changing relationships 

•  understanding the rights, laws and community 
 expectations that govern social media use 

•  where to seek help if your child is involved in a 
 cyberbullying incident. 
 

The webinar will include case studies, research and 
targeted advice so you can support the young people in 
your life to have safe, enjoyable online experiences. 
 
Please scan the QR Code to be taken to the booking page where you can select your 
preferred viewing date and time from the below options. 
 
Dates (Australian Eastern Daylight Time): 
 
Tuesday 9 February 7.30 to 8.30 pm 
 
Wednesday 10 February 12.30 to 1.30 pm 
 
Wednesday 10 February 7.30 to 8.30 pm 
 
Monday 15 February 12.30 to 1.30 pm 
 
Monday 22 March 12.30 to 1.30 pm 
 
 



  The world at your fingertips with   
   World Book On-line 

 

Most of you already know Taylors Hill Primary School subscribes to World Book Online. This suite 
of digital publications offers unique content and features for students of every age, ability, and in-
terest. Using the same expert information found in The World Book Encyclopedia, these easy-to-

navigate websites feature: 

 

• A colorful, approachable look and feel, designed to foster exciting learning at every level  

• Easy access on smartphones and tablets 

• Different databases for multiple and diverse research needs 

• Illustrations, maps, audio files, videos, e-Books, primary source documents, and more 

• Translator is an available option for many of the articles and subjects 

 

Our World Book subscription allows us to give you and your family access to this valuable refer-
ence source on your home computers 365 days a year, 24 hours a day. Internet access is re-
quired.   

 

How to access World Book Online at home:    

 

We hope that your whole family will use the World Book sites often to help with homework, special 
projects, at-home learning, and information seeking. 

 

To access the World Book Web, follow these simple steps:  

 

1. Go to the World Book web site:  http://www.worldbookonline.com  

2. Type in the following user Login ID:  taylorshps 

3. Password:  library19 

4. Save your user name and password for faster login – simply check the box labeled 
“Remember my ID and password.” The next time you visit World Book the login 
prompt will already contain your username and password. 

5. Once you arrive at the World Book home page, you should bookmark the page or 
add to favorites for easy access to World Book in the future. 

 

Please remember that login and password information is for Taylors Hill Primary 
School students and their immediate families only, and extending this information 
to other people could result in loss of at-home access for our students. 

 

We are looking forward to an exciting year together in the Learning Centre enjoying many new 
books and old favourites! 

 

 

Maria Sartori – Library Technician 



 

The Learning Centre at  
Taylors Hill Primary School 

 
Welcome to families old and new to a new year in the Learning Centre. Borrowing starts next 
week and Mrs Baron and Mrs Sartori are looking forward to seeing everyone again and meeting 
our new Preps.   All our students attend a weekly session with their teacher to listen to a story, 
browse the shelves and borrow books.   To carry the books to and from home each week the 
THPS Blue Satchel is required; this is also used for the school diary, Take Home books and 
notices. It is an essential item.  We would love to see everyone borrowing a book to read for 
pleasure alone or share with their families each week.  If anyone has any difficulty in getting a 
satchel please speak to your child’s teacher. 

 

 Prep – Grade 2 may borrow 1 book each week and return it the next. 

 Grade 3 – 6 may borrow 1 or 2 books for up to 2 weeks. 

 

Our Library Management System is ORBIT.  We would like to encourage all families to have a 
look at home. ORBIT is compatible with all devices, the QR Code is shown below for your 
convenience.  On the home page you can check for Learning Centre session times and other 
library news.  From there you are able to navigate to Search and other features.  We hope you 
enjoy familiarising yourself and your child with ORBIT.  

 

Ebooks are also available to borrow and instructions are on the ORBIT homepage. 

 

The Taylors Hill Primary School website also has a direct link to ORBIT. 

 

 

 



 

 

ΤΗΠΣ Σχηοολ Λεαδερσ

 

Ιντοδυχινγ ουρ σχηοολ χαπταιν 

Κασσιδψ  

 

Ιντροδυχινγ ουρ ϖιχε χαπταιν 

Συπριψα 

 

Hi THPS, 

My name is Kassidy and I am the 

School Captain for 2021. I am 11 

years old and I like studying. Some of 

my hobbies are drawing, colouring, 

reading, doing arts and crafts, 

playing games with my family and 

friends. I enjoy working with others 

and making sure that everyone is 

having a good time. I have a playful 

personality and I love making new 

friends. I am looking forward to 

seeing you all at school. 

Kassidy 

Hello THPS, 

My name is Supriya. 

I am the School Vice-Captain for 2021. I 

am 11 years old and I am in Grade 6D. I 

love to play the piano and I am a big 

bookworm! I have a creative mind and 

love to write stories. I like to greet my 

peers and teachers as well as 

welcoming new students to the school. I 

hope that 2021 will make everyone have 

a smile on their faces. Have a fantastic 

year head! 

Supriya 

Annual Privacy Reminder 
 

 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard 

school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. 

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our website [add link 

to your school’s collection statement]. 

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents. This 

information is also available in nine community languages: 

 Amharic, Arabic, Dari, Mandarin, Somali, Sudanese, Turkish, Urdu and Vietnamese 
 



Physical Educa�on NEWS  
 

 

 

Caroline Springs Primary Schools Sports Association (CSPSSA) 

District Swimming Carnival 
It is an exciting start to the new year with the THPS swim team being announced at assembly on 
Monday. Congratulations to all the Grade 5 and 6 Students who were selected for the team . We 
look forward to all students representing the school.  

Training will be held on Wednesday 17th & 24th February at Paul Sadler Swim Centre, 
Parkwood Green. Please refer to Compass for further information.  

 

THPS SWIM TEAM 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CSPSSA Swimming will be held at the Melton Waves Pool on Friday 26th February.  

We wish all participating students the best.  

Miss Middlin and Mr Pirotta,  Physical Education 

Parent Teacher Meetings  
Our first Parent Teacher Meetings for 2021 are on Wednesday 17 and 
Thursday 18 February between 4:00pm and 7:00pm on both days.  
These ten minute meetings provide parents with the opportunity to meet 
with the classroom teacher and specialist teachers to share information 
and ask questions. 

A ‘Getting to Know Your Child’ questionnaire and information will beposted on Compass, 
along with instructions for booking Parent Teacher Meetings through the Compass portal. 

Mim Di Filippo 

Assistant Principal P-3 

∗ Chloe S 

∗ Luca S 

∗ Janaya M 

∗ Adhel L 

∗ Dean B 

∗ Zach G 

∗ Camden C 

∗ Abby W 

∗ Eve K 

∗ Maisie F 

∗ Erica S 

∗ Spencer M 

∗ Josh B 

∗ Darrick L 

∗ Chloe K 

∗ Emily M 

∗ Isabella G 

∗ Sophia N 





Prep A Zachary 
For demonstra�ng a posi�ve a/tude and following 

instruc�ons well. Keep it up! 

Prep B Kevin 
For demonstra�ng whole body listening during our whole 

class story�me. Well done! 

Prep C Hailey 
For making a wonderful start to school by trying her 

personal best in all learning tasks. Well done! 

Prep D Mason 
For showing fantas�c whole body listening and trying his 

personal best in all tasks. Keep it up! 

1A Minnah 
For making a wonderful start to Grade 1 by trying her 

personal best in all ac�vi�es 

1B Kaylee 
For making an amazing start to grade 1 by being focused, 

on task and trying her personal best in all of the ac�vi�es! 

1C Kaiser 
For a great start to Grade 1 and se"ling in well with the 

grade. Keep up the fantas�c effort! 

1D Olivia 

For demonstra�ng fantas�c whole body listening and 

helping others within the classroom. Keep up the amazing 

work! 

2A Zeb 
For having a posi�ve a/tude to star�ng Grade 2 by 

sharing his ideas with confidence. Well Done! 

2B Jayden 
For having a posi�ve start to Grade 2 and displaying the 

school values within the classroom. Keep it up! 

2C Aneesha 
For showing confidence when sharing her ideas with the 

class. Well done! 

2D Kalkidan 
For demonstra�ng great learning at the start of Grade 2 

by confidently sharing her ideas with the class. Well done! 

2E Jamie 
For having a great start to his new school at THPS and 

playing nicely with his classmates at snack and lunch. 

3A Kripa 
For making a posi�ve start to the year by par�cipa�ng in 

all TEAM ac�vi�es. Well Done! 

3B Meadow 
For making a great start to the term by confidently 

presen�ng her work to the class. Keep up the great work! 

3C James 
For making an excellent start in grade 3 and for showing 

posi�ve rela�onships. 

3D Alex 
For making a posi�ve start to grade 3 by par�cipa�ng in 

tasks and showing posi�ve rela�onships. Great job! 

3E Jake 
For demonstra�ng school values and showing respect to 

others in the classroom. Well Done! 

 
Congratulations to our Students of the WeekCongratulations to our Students of the WeekCongratulations to our Students of the WeekCongratulations to our Students of the Week    

Term 1, Week  1  Prep—3 



4A Thomas 
For contribu�ng ideas in class discussions and showing the 

school values on his first day in Grade 4. Well done! 

4B Ishan 
For making a posi�ve start to Grade 4 by showing whole 

body listening and par�cipa�ng in all TEAM ac�vi�es. 

4C Ghazal 
For showing posi�ve rela�onships by being a suppor�ve 

friend! Well done 

4D Charlo"e 
For se"ling in to THPS and demonstra�ng the school value 

of posi�ve rela�onships. Well done! 

4E Chanel 
For demonstra�ng school values and building posi�ve 

rela�onships on your first day. Great effort! 

5A Jagreet 
For being a good role model to 5A during the TEAM 

Learning task. Well done! 

5B Erica 
For demonstra�ng her personal best effort and building 

posi�ve rela�onships in 5B! 

5C Elijah 
For showing posi�ve rela�onships when working with his 

group on challenges. 

5D Evan 
For making excellent contribu�ons to our class discussions 

and for demonstra�ng the THPS values. 

6A Izack 

For making an excellent start to Grade 6 by being 

respecCul, encouraging and an ac�ve par�cipant during 

class discussions 

6B Ayaan 
For the integrity he demonstrated, when as a class we 

discussed and filled in the Assessment Graph. Keep it up! 

6C Haider 
For contribu�ng many fantas�c ideas in our student rights 

and responsibili�es discussion. 

6D Aiden 
For making a posi�ve start to grade 6 by being an ac�ve 

par�cipant during class discussions. Keep it up! 

 
Congratulations to our Students of the WeekCongratulations to our Students of the WeekCongratulations to our Students of the WeekCongratulations to our Students of the Week    

Term 1, Week  1  Grade 4-6 


