4th June, 2020

Newsletter
40-50 Loddon Drive, Taylors Hill

Telephone 9361 4900

PO Box 3665 Caroline Springs 3023

taylors.hill.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

visit our website at : www.taylorshillps.vic.edu.au

Learning, Integrity, Honesty, Personal Best, Positive Relationships

Dear Taylors Hill Community,
Last week our community took the first step to getting back to some sort of normal school routine.
Our school has implemented all of the recommendations of Victoria’s Chief Health officer, which has
enabled our staff and the Prep-2 students to return to working and learning at school.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank both the parents and our staff for preparing and supporting
the students to have a successful transition back to the classroom.
The staggered start and finish times have really worked to assist with the social distancing of our parents
and the bonus is that it has also relieved the traffic congestion around the school.
Another positive that we have noticed, is that these new processes have assisted in developing the
independence of our students. We have seen them confidently saying goodbye to their parents, carrying
their own school bags and making their way to their classrooms and unpacking their bags ready to start
learning.
Next week we are looking forward to welcoming our 3-6 students back to school and I would like to
remind families the staggered start and finish times will continue :

Start of Day Arrival:

● 8.50 - 9.00am - Surnames A-K
● 9.00 - 9.10am - Surnames L-Z

Any student who arrives after 9.15am will need a late pass from the Office

End of Day Dismissal:

● 3.20pm - Surnames A-K
● 3.30pm - Surnames L-Z

Students must go straight to their classroom in the morning and leave the site immediately once
dismissed from their classroom.
Families where siblings have different surnames will be contacted by the classroom teacher to
organise agreed arrival and dismissal time.

TALKING TO YOUR CHILD DURING CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

Minister’s message
Your kids, like mine, will have many questions about Coronavirus and what it means for them – and for the
people they love.
I know it can be daunting for parents and carers to answer those questions. That’s why, in close consultation
with our child psychologist team, we’ve developed a resource to help guide you through these conversations.
Everyone’s child is different, and some will want to talk more than others. What’s most important is that you’re
there for them when they’re ready to talk.
Without doubt, we face an enormous challenge.
But I want you to know that as parents, caregivers and Victorians, we are in this together.

The Hon James Merlino, MP
Deputy Premier
Minister for Education

This guide will help you talk to your child about coronavirus (COVID-19). It includes tips on how to have
a safe and reassuring conversation and links to resources to help you and your family.

Essential actions


Don’t be afraid to discuss coronavirus (COVID-19) with your children



Be guided by your child



Stick to a routine



Close conversations with care



Remember to look after yourself

Don’t be afraid to discuss coronavirus (COVID-19)
with your children


Most children will have already heard about coronavirus and parents and carers should take the
opportunity to talk to them about the current situation.



Honest and regular communication is key. Not talking about something can make children worry more.



Children often rely on their friends and social media for the news. Parents and carers can help by
positioning themselves as a trusted source for information and as a person who can help children with
their questions.

Adapt information depending on your child’s age


Try to remain calm and positive when talking to your child.



Think about your child’s age. Offer information using language and examples they will understand.



It’s okay if you can’t answer everything – and to say you’re not sure. Use this as an opportunity to find out
information together. Being available to your child is what matters.



Be careful not to share too much information all at once, as this may be overwhelming.



Avoid talking in a way that could make your child feel more worried.

Be guided by your child


Ask your child to tell you anything they may have heard about coronavirus (COVID-19), and how they feel
about this situation.



Check in with your child regularly. Give them opportunities to ask you questions over the coming weeks
and months.



Some children will worry more about others than themselves. Find ways for them to connect with family
and friends as much as possible using technology.



Be reassuring. Tell children that the changes in their life have been introduced to make us all safer. Tell
them, that eventually, things will go back to normal.



Be aware of the language you use with your child while you are around them. Remember that children will
be listening to adult conversations more than usual.



Don’t dismiss your child’s fears. It is understandable for them to be concerned because they have probably
never experienced anything like this before.



Tell your child that doctors and scientists all around the world are working really hard to learn more about
coronavirus (COVID-19) and to keep us safe.

Focus on what you’re doing to stay safe


Give them some control over what is happening. Teach the importance of physical distancing, hand washing
and how to do these things properly. Remind them of their responsibility to protect others from coughs and
sneezing.



Remind them to call 000 if they or their family are unsafe.

Stick to a routine


Over the school holidays, structured days with regular mealtimes and bedtimes are still an important part of
keeping children happy and healthy.



Where you can, have a daily routine. Create a shared timetable with your family and put it up on the fridge
where everyone can see.



If possible, find a time every day to talk about the importance of good hygiene an teach them the essentials
of practicing physical distancing.



Include things like outside time, play time, free time on technology, creative time and learning time.



It is okay to be flexible and respond to the needs and emotional state of your child.

Keep talking


Find out what your child already knows or is worried about. It’s important to find out if they have heard
incorrect information.



Ask questions that don’t have yes or no answers.



If your child asks you something and you don’t know the answer, say so. Use the question as a chance to find
out together.



If your children don’t seem interested or don’t ask a lot of questions, that’s okay.



Let them know that we are all going to keep listening and talking.

Close conversations with care


It’s important not to leave children feeling worried after a conversation.



When you wrap up your conversations, look for signs they are feeling anxious. This might be a change in their
tone of voice, their breathing or body language.



Comfort them if they feel this way.

Things to look out for in your children
It is normal for children and young people to show signs of distress. Common reactions include:



fear and anxiety



anger and frustration



confusion



sadness



denial

Remember to look after yourself


This situation can be stressful – regardless of your age. To look after the people you love, you also need to
look after yourself.



If you notice that you are feeling anxious, take some time to calm down before having a conversation or
answering your child’s questions.



If you are feeling worried, tell your child that you will find some information and talk to them soon.



The following external resources are also available to support your mental health and wellbeing:




Headspace – for family and friends
Beyondblue – COVID19
Lifeline – Mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 outbreak

Additional resources
To support you when talking to your child


Raising Children Network – Coronavirus (COVID-19) and children in Australia



Emerging Minds – supporting children during the coronavirus outbreak



KidsHealth – Coronavirus (COVID-19): How to Talk to Your Child



eSafety Office – COVID-19: an online safety kit for parents and carers

To share with children and young people


headspace – how to cope with stress related to Novel Coronavirus



ReachOut – coping during the coronavirus

For up-to-date information and advice on coronavirus (COVID-19), visit:

DET coronavirus website
DHHS coronavirus website

Other links to Covid-19 resources for families.
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/coronavirus-covid-19-guide
https://www.mcri.edu.au/podcasts/coronavirus-parenting
https://www.mcri.edu.au/news/first-month-australian-data-shows-children-low-risk-covid-19-infection-nohospitalisations-0
Danielle Stella

Student Leaders Update ~
Leading yourself!

Our Student Leaders were given a challenge to develop their
leadership skills while they are learning at home. By doing this our
leaders have continued to grow as leaders independently!
Kayden, Harith, Nehmat and Ahnali
would like to share with the THPS community how they have
been leaders in their own homes!
Kayden: chose to challenge himself by
becoming a master problem solver!

Nehmat: chose to challenge
herself by creating her own
exercise plan, to stay fit and
healthy at home!

Harrith: chose to
challenge himself
by creating his
own workspace!

Ahnali: chose to
keep a journal
and watch a
documentary
series!

Parent Teacher Meetings
Our Term Two Parent Teacher Meetings are being held
on TUESDAY 23rd, WEDNESDAY 24th and THURSDAY
25th June between 3:50pm – 5:30pm, via a phone conversation.
These ten-minute phone calls provide parents with the
opportunity to talk with the classroom teachers to discuss
Semester 1 reports, including flexible and remote learning
successes.
Further information about booking Parent Teacher Meetings can be accessed through the Compass Parent Portal. Bookings open today, Thursday 4th June.

Semester One Reports
Semester One Reports can be accessed through Compass on Friday 12th June. Instructions for
downloading reports will be available on Compass prior to this date.
Thank you
Jill Benham
Assistant Principal

Learning Centre News
Hello Everybody learning from home and at school.
It has been lovely to see our Grade Prep to 2s back at School and we look forward
to seeing the rest of our students back at school from Tuesday next week.
A Big thank you to our families who have been returning their Library books
from Term 1. Keep up the great effort.
Just a reminder for our Grade 3 to 6’s, you need to return your loans once you
are back at school.
Any school iPads, which have been on loan to families, must also be returned so
that students can use them in the classroom.

Happy reading everyone.
Mrs Baron and Mrs Sartori

Literacy @ THPS
Celebrating Success
Well done to our Prep to 2 students who have transitioned back to school and settled back into their school
routines! It has been great to see our students get back to engaging in their reading groups, independently
reading and demonstrating their best whole body listening for learning. We can’t wait for our 3 to 6 students to
join us next week, as we know they will do the same!

Resources to support Learning @ Home
While some of our favourite Melbourne attractions are opening back up for the long weekend, there are still
many learning opportunities to engage in remotely from the comfort of your own home. Zoos Victoria is now
open but you can still access their online experiences to engage your child in learning. These opportunities can
be great language experiences for students to learn new vocabulary, practise comprehension strategies and
they provide a great stimulus for writing.

We're bringing the zoo to you!
Every week, discover something new at Melbourne Zoo, Healesville Sanctuary and Werribee Open
Range Zoo with videos of our incredible animal and keeper family.
Keeper talks
Live animal cams
Special guest live cams
Join us every Monday morning
for our animal keeper talk series
where you can meet the keepers and learn more about the
animals at our zoos.

Check out the 24/7 live
streams of Snow Leopards,
Giraffes, Lions, Penguins
and Zebras, or watch the
limited-time-only appearances from other special
guests. If you missed it,
you can catch up on
what you missed by clicking back on the red line
underneath the video.

Catch up on the limited-time-only
live streams and keep an eye out for
more special guest appearances to
come!

NUMERACY @ HOME
It has been wonderful to hear of families who are playing games together with a
Numeracy focus. Playing games is a great way to incorporate Numeracy in a
fun and engaging way at home. Here is another game you can play with your
child at home. All you need is a pack of playing cards. Why not have a go at
playing over the long weekend...

Performing Arts News…
During Flexible and Remote Learning, our focus in
Performing Arts has been Dance. The students explored
dance safety, using their body parts and movements in
space as they learnt about locomotor and nonlocomotor movements from home. Students had a lot of
fun and involved their family members in dances that
explored different actions and movements, as well as
creating dance routines together. Students took part in
copying movements and choreographing their own
movements. We also explored dances from different
times and cultures; such as Rock ‘n’ Roll, Hip Hop and
wrapped up with a celebration dance that involved
making props such as ribbon wands, pompoms and
bandanas. It has been an amazing Dance unit and I
thank and celebrate all students and families who
participated and got their dancing shoes on!
We are now continuing with our Drama unit. Students will
be involved in warm up tasks that work on projection, jaw
exercises, articulation and movement. They will take part
in activities that require them to work in small groups and
engage in outer space themed activities, that involve
creating their own props and scenarios using creativity
and imagination. They will develop their skills and
confidence in role-playing, puppetry, improvising and
performing.
Ms Baccay

Buongiorno THPS families!
I hope you are all staying safe and warm while the winter weather is starting to
emerge. I would love to show you some of the bellissimo work our students have
been completing as part of their flexible and remote learning over the last few
weeks.
Our Grade 4 students have been learning different
words for fairy tale characters and settings, in
preparation for writing their very own bilingual
fairy tale!
The Preps have been practising their Italian numeri
(numbers) to 10 and basic colori (colours). They
went on a treasure hunt around the house to find
different objects and
practise the vocabulary.
I’m looking forward to seeing everyone back at school next
week!
Grazie,
Signora Reynolds

Head Lice
We are currently faced with a unique opportunity, Coronavirus isolation means now
is the time to fight nits and lice before school goes back. We have already had over a
month with very limited contact between kids during flexible and remote learning.
As the 3 -6 students join our P-2 students and resume onsite learning from 9th
June, we know social distancing will mean that heads are less likely to touch. If,
during this time everyone checks and thoroughly treats themselves for head lice,
once isolation restrictions starts to ease, there will be almost no head lice in
circulation.
If you find the initial treatments have failed and live lice are still being removed with
the conditioner and comb treatment, see your doctor for a referral to a dermatologist
for specialist treatment. A dermatologist may prescribe ivermectin. This is a tablet
taken twice, seven days apart. It is highly effective in treating head lice.
Further information can be found on our school website or by visiting
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/infectious-diseases/head-lice/resources

Wellbeing News
123 Magic Parenting Program
CaPSS will be running 123 Magic Parenting Program online via webex to share
and learn about :
-

How to handle challenging and testing behaviours
How to discipline without arguing, yelling or smacking
How to encourage good behaviours using emotional coaching practices
7 Tactics for encouraging good behaviour

Commencing on
Wednesday 10th of June from 6-7pm.
To register contact:
Greg 0409 608 551

Tuning into Kids Parenting Program
The Tuning into Kids parenting program teaches parents how to nurture their children's
emotional development. It explores the relationship building technique of 'emotional
coaching'. Some main topics of the program are:
Awareness and regulation of their own emotions
Awareness of their children's emotions
To use children's emotional experiences as an opportunity for closeness and teaching
To guide children's behaviour with appropriate limits

We will be delivering this program online via webex in
May and June 2020
Participants will need internet connection, webcam and
microphones
Dates - Date and times yet to confirmed
To register contact: Catherine on: 0447 780 519

CaPSS Helpline
During this difficult times and daily changing
circumstances, CaPSS has a FREE helpline for
parents to get on-call support and reassurance on a
variety of topics including managing routines,
relationships, behaviours and more.
Parents and Carers can call Neha on: 0475 976
072 or Shaun on: 0455 521 154 from 8am-8pm on
weekdays and 10am-3pm on Saturdays.
Feel free to forward to other parents and carers who may benefit from the phoneline

Please Stay Safe and Keep in Contact
capss@salvationarmy.org.au
facebook.com/capssmeltonwyndham

Congratulations to our Students of the Week

Term 2, Week 5 Prep to Grade 3

Prep A

Oakley

Prep B

Lucy

Prep C

Maysa

Prep D

Katelyn

1A

Gabriel

1B

Tamara

1C

Sierra

1D

Peyton

1E

Imogen

2A

Samuel

2B

Amaronte’

2C

Lilly

2D

Thomas

2E

Chloe

3A

Dean

3B

Mia

3C

Emilia

3D

Alesha

3E

Jacob

For demonstrating focus and persistence when completing
learning tasks. Well done!
For demonstrating her personal best when completing her
home learning tasks. Well done!
For demonstrating outstanding Whole Body Listening during all
Webex lessons. Well done!
For demonstrating her personal best for all learning tasks and
being enthusiastic about her learning on Webex. Keep it up!

For always trying his Personal Best and confidently sharing his
learning during our Webex lessons
For confidently sharing her ideas during Webex Learning. Well
done!
For never missing a Webex and always trying her personal best
with her work. Well done Sierra.
For showing great persistence and focus during our Webex
meetings. Great job :)
For consistently trying her personal best when completing her
daily learning. Well done!
For trying his personal best and always having a smile on his
face during our Webex sessions. Keep it up!
For always being a great role model for her peers and sharing
her ideas confidently during Webex sessions.
For completing all daily learning tasks to a high standard and
always being an enthusiastic learner. Keep it up
For confidently sharing his knowledge and thinking during
whole class and small group Webex Sessions. Well Done!
For trying her personal best to write a nonfiction text about
otters. Well done!
For always being organised, on time and focussed during our
flexible and remote learning. Brilliant work!
For being an active participant in our Webex meetings and
completing her learning tasks to a high standard, Well Done.
For continuously participating in WebEx meetings enthusiastically and trying her personal best in her learning tasks. Well
done!
For always demonstrating our Webex classroom expectations
by showing whole body listening and using hand signals when
she wants to participate. Keep it up!
For being an active participant during WebEx meetings and
completing daily tasks on time. Keep it up!

Congratulations to our Students of the Week

Term 2, Week 5 Grade 4-6

4A

Brandon

4B

Amelia

4C

Casper

4D

Jade

5A

Mackenzie

5B

Leila

5C

Ayan

5D

Chloe K

6A

George

6B

Aryan

6C

Elijah

6D

Dom

6E

Irtaza

SCIENCE
Prep - 3
SCIENCE
4-6
THE ARTS
4-6
PE
Prep - 3
PE
4-6
ITALIAN
P-3
ITALIAN
4-6

For showing dedication to his learning by actively participating in
WebEx sessions and uploading his work every day.
For continuously uploading all her work for feedback and
completing work demonstrating her personal best.
For demonstrating personal best during flexible and remote
learning by actively participating during Webex lessons.
For demonstrating her personal best and integrity by completing
the learning tasks to a high standard and submitting them for
feedback
For demonstrating confidence and courage in Webex meetings and
showing a positive growth mindset when taking risks . Well done!
For participating and sharing her thinking in all Webex meetings and
submitting her learning each day to a high standard. Well done!
For attending all Webex meetings and sharing his knowledge and
strategies with the class.
For her enthusiasm during Webex meetings and for the creativity
she adds to all learning tasks.
For his increased enthusiasm and effort with his writing tasks. Keep
it up George!
For his positivity, enthusiasm and regular contribution during Class
Webex Meetings. Thank you!
For demonstrating your personal best by aiming to complete all
tasks and submitting your work to receive feedback.
For being an active participant in our Webex meetings and working
diligently on all tasks.
For her enthusiastic and supportive communications and
participation on Google Classroom

Havana 2D

For creating amazing animal life cycles and understanding how a life
cycle works

Amber 5D

For creating a very well presented report on Venus that included so
many interesting facts.

Chloe K 5D

For expressing the element of value creativity within her artwork
study

Thomas 3D

For demonstrating an excellent basketball dribble.

Abdallah 6A

For staying on top of all the Physical Education remote learning.

Ayden Lay
1E

For his wonderful Italian puppets and great pronunciation! Bravo!

Oliver
Scalzo 4B

For challenging himself this week by writing sentences about a
dragon! Bravo!

Congratulations to our Students of the Week

Term 2, Week 6 Prep to Grade 3

Prep A

Charlotte

Prep B

Nathan

Prep C

Zoe

Prep D

Alyssa

1A

Jayda

1B

Jayden

1C

Liam

1D

Sophie

1E

Jaiveer

2A

Eliza

2B

Anahatjit

2C

Zachary

2D

Stephanie

2E

Phoebe

3A

Arnav

3B

Archie

3C

Alayna

3D

Tiffany

3E

Elena

Consistently participating in our class Webex lessons and
having a positive attitude towards learning. Well done!
For always participating in our Webex class discussions and
being an enthusiastic learner in all tasks. Well Done!
For confidently participating during her guided reading
session. Well done!
For trying her personal best in Guided Reading and
participating in our Webex class discussions. Keep it up.
For showing great persistence and focus during our Webex
lessons. Well Done!
For always doing his personal best and confidently
contributing to class discussions during remote learning.
For always demonstrating the expectations of a Webex
meeting and always trying his personal best in his remote
learning.
For demonstrating her personal best during all flexible and
remote learning activities, and being a role model to her
classmates. Amazing job :)
For consistently attending all Webex lessons and trying his
personal best throughout all flexible and remote learning
activities. Well done!
For always participating during Webex sessions and being a
role model to her peers. Keep it up!
For demonstrating her personal best during flexible and
remote learning by actively participating during Webex lessons
enthusiastically.
For taking on feedback and creating a detailed and well
presented information report on Koalas. Amazing work!
For creating an informative and well presented information
report about Penguins, including descriptive language and
fascinating facts! Amazing effort!
For completing the Premier’s Reading Challenge and writing a
detailed information report on tigers! Excellent effort!
For consistently submitting his work on Google Classroom at a
high standard. Well done!
For demonstrating his personal best by being organized and
ready for each Webex meeting. Well Done!
For consistently attending all WebEx lessons and participating
in class discussions. Keep it up!
For always striving to be her personal best by applying
feedback to her learning tasks. Great work!
For showing excellent organisation skills by uploading her
learning tasks on Google Classwork. Well done!

Congratulations to our Students of the Week

Term 2, Week 6 Grade 4-6

4A

Leeya

For demonstrating the School Values during the Flexible and Remote
Learning Program. Well done!

4B

Haylee

For demonstrating enthusiasm towards her learning and asking
questions. Well done!

4C

Bane

For showing excellent organisation skills by consistently uploading his
learning tasks on Google Classwork. Well done!

4D

Maisie

For demonstrating a positive attitude in all learning tasks and responding
to teacher feedback promptly. Keep it up!

5A

Liana

For expressing her creativity through dance and drama when responding
to Remote Learning tasks.

5B

James

For actively participating and contributing to our fitness friday webex
meeting. Well done!

5C

Chelsea

For completing and submitting all of the daily tasks to a high standard
and challenging herself by completing the stretch tasks!

5D

Emily

For applying her personal best to write a descriptive and entertaining

6A

Justin

6B

Chelsea

6C

Anvesha

6D

Lachlan

6E

Joshua

SCIENCE
Prep - 3
SCIENCE
4-6
THE ARTS
Prep - 3
THE ARTS
4-6
PE
Prep - 3
PE
4-6
ITALIAN
P-3
ITALIAN
4-6

For displaying a positive attitude to remote learning and sharing his
thoughts during our WebEx sessions.
For demonstrating her personal best by being organised and punctual at
submitting her work online. Also her tasks are continually completed at a
high standard. Congratulations.
For always going above and beyond when completing her tasks during
Flexible and Remote learning and showcasing it in different ways
For consistently demonstrating his personal best when completing
flexible and remote learning activities.
For consistently attending all Webex lessons, showing persistence and
trying his personal best throughout all flexible and remote learning
activities. Well done!

Dante 2E

For using our new Science Google Classroom in order to post up his
amazing science learning on life cycles

Marshall 6A

For working hard on his Stile lessons for earthquakes and tsunami. He
has become quite an expert on these topics.

Ethan 1A

For showing fabulous energy and enthusiasm while dancing with props
and improvising to music that represents celebration

Supriya 5B

For always taking wonderful creative risks when exploring new visual art
concepts in all of her art studies

Chloe S 4D

For always completing the learning tasks and contributing to classroom
discussions

Olivia B 1A

For working hard on her kicking and dribbling skills

Madeline C
Prep B

For doing a wonderful job with her Italian scavenger hunt! Brava!

Brandon 4A

For his fantastic fairy tale drawing and excellent Italian sentence
structure! Bravo!

