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Mon 6  
May 

Grade 5/6 
Cross Country 
(new date) 

 

“Teeth On 
Wheels” 
Consent form 
Due today 

Mon 6 
to Wed 8 
May 

Grade 4 Camp 
Wyuna 

Tue 7 
May 

PFA Meeting 
11.30am 

Wed 8 to 
Fri 10 
May 

Grade 3 Camp 
Wyuna 

Thu 9 
May 

Card Making 
Night 6.00-7.00pm 

Fri 10 
May 

Grade 6 
Interschool 
Sports Day 

Tue 14, 
Wed 15 
& Thu 
16 May 

NAPLAN Grade 
3 & 5 Students 

Fri 17 
May 

Walk Safely To 
School Day 

Grade 5/6 Girls 
AFL 
Competition 

Mon 20 
to Fri 24 
May 

EDUCATION 
WEEK 

Tue 21 
May  

Prep 2020 Info 
Night 7.00pm 

Wed 22 
May  

School Council 
9.15am 

Fri 24 
May 

PFA Morning 
Tea 9.00am-
9.30am 

OPEN MORNING 

9.30am-
10.30am 

Mon 20 
to Fri 31 
May 

“Teeth On 
Wheels”  
visit 

Thu 23 
May 

Careers Dress 
Up Day 

Dates to Remember 

40-50 Loddon Drive, Taylors Hill      Telephone 9361 4900 

PO Box 3665 Caroline Springs 3023     taylors.hill.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

visit our website at :   www.taylorshillps.vic.edu.au 

Learning, Integrity, Honesty, Personal Best, Positive Relationships 

Dear Taylors Hill Community, 
 
Welcome back to Term 2 
I hope that all of our families had a relaxing break and enjoyed spending time 
together over the school holidays. Term 2 is already shaping up to be one full of 
quality learning experiences for all of our students.   
Our Grade 3 and 4 students are heading to the wonderful Camp Wyuna during 
Week 3. This is a fantastic experience for our students, which enables them to 
develop their communication, teamwork, leadership and independence skills 
through participating in challenging activities that some of them have never tried 
before. The growth of our students’ confidence and knowledge, as a result of 
attending this camp, will serve each of them well beyond the camp experience. 
During Week 3 we also have our Mothers’ Day Card Making Night on Thursday 9 

May.  
During Week 4 of this term, our grade 3 and 5 students will be participating in 
NAPLAN. The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an 
annual national assessment for all students in Years 3, 5, 7, and 9.  
NAPLAN is the measure through which governments, education authorities, schools, 
teachers and parents can determine whether young Australians have the literacy 
and numeracy skills that provide the critical foundation for other learning and for 
their productive and rewarding participation in the community. 
The tests provide parents and schools with an understanding of how individual 
students are performing at the time of the tests. They also provide schools, states 
and territories with information about how education programs are working and 
which areas need to be prioritised for improvement. 
NAPLAN tests are one aspect of each school’s assessment and reporting process, and 
do not replace the extensive, ongoing assessments made by our teachers about each 
student’s performance. 
Throughout Week 5, we will be celebrating Education Week. A range of different 
events will be held throughout the week including an open morning and school 
tours.   
In Week 6, the “Teeth on Wheels” dental van will be visiting THPS. Also on 
Wednesday in Week 6, all of our Prep students will come to school nice and early for 
the Prep Breakfast, which is the first stage in the school’s camping program.   
Throughout Weeks 7 and 8, our Grade 2 Swimming Program will run and we are 
looking forward to our students developing their swimming and water safety skills 
throughout this program. In week 8, we also have our school disco, which is being 
organized by our wonderful PFA. 
 
Finally in the last week of this term we will be having Parent-Teacher Meetings and 

you will be receiving your Mid- Year Reports.  These meetings are a great 
opportunity to share our student’s progress and celebrate their achievements from 
the first half of the school year.  
There will be more information about the above-mentioned events, as well as many 
more in each newsletter and on Compass, so keep an eye out! 
 
The tragic events in Sri Lanka 
As the impact of the tragic events in Sri Lanka on Easter Sunday continues to 
unfold, our thoughts are with the victims and their families. 
One of Taylors Hill Primary Schools’ greatest strengths is its multiculturalism and 
we are very proud of the diversity within our school. Melbourne has a large Sri 
Lankan population and this is also reflected in our school community. 
I understand that some members of our community may require support in dealing 
with this event.  If this is the case please let your child’s teacher know and we can 
arrange support through our Wellbeing Officer, Bernadette Barclay. 
 
Danielle Stella  



The THPS Compass Parent Portal is an integrated, online portal that allows you to access up-to-date 
and meaningful information about our school and your child's progress. Compass includes many 
different features, including the ability to: 
• Monitor your child's attendance and enter an explanation for absence or lateness 
• Stay up to date with information through newsletters and reminders on newsfeed 
• Pay and provide consent for events and school fees 
• Update your family contact information 
• Download and view your child's Semester Reports 
• Book Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences 
 
It is important that you are accessing the Compass Parent Portal regularly so that you can stay 
informed about your child’s school life. 
 

 
Compass is a web-based system that is accessible on any modern web browser (Internet Explorer, 
Firefox, Chrome, Safari) at this web address: https://taylorshillps-vic.compass.education/  
 
Every family receives a separate login to our school's Compass site, please 
contact the Office if you need help with your login details. 
Please update your email address on Compass or by contacting the 
Office so that you can receive email notifications through Compass from the 
school. 
 
 

Compass App - iOS or Android 
We highly recommend you downloading the Compass App – this allows you to receive notifications 
and have access to school information wherever you are. 
To download the app to your device for free, search 'Compass School Manager' from the App Store 
or on Google Play. From the app, you will need to ‘Open Compass in Browser’ from the menu to then 
have access to Events and Attendance Records. 
 

Push Notifications 
Push Notifications allow you to receive communications to your iPhones, iPads and Android devices 
with the Compass App installed. This helps you to keep up to date and gives you reminders to login 
to Compass.  
Please Note: Only individuals who have installed the Compass 
School Manager app and who have allowed notifications will 
receive these Push Notifications. We highly recommend that you 
allow Push Notifications on your device. 
 
If you are having trouble finding the Compass link for our school, go 
to http://schools.compass.edu.au where you can search for our school to 

access our link. 

 
Trudy Smith  
Assistant Principal 

Accessing Compass 



Attitudes to School Survey  

 

WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK! 

At THPS we value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and 

quality instruction and are conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school. The 

Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and 

Training to assist schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of 

school. Our school will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's 

schooling experience. 
 
Students from Year 4 to 6 at our school will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the 

survey online during school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool.  It is important to 

note that we are not in any way “testing” your child. Your child has the right to refuse or withdraw 

from the survey at any point before, during, or after completion of the survey.  

Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an 

assigned identifier that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All 

responses to the survey are kept anonymous in the response file. Personal identification data will 

not be recorded in the survey response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s 

responses is protected at all times. 

This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school over the period Monday 20 

May to Friday 3 June. The survey only takes 20 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's 

class time. 
 

If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher or visit: http://

www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/

performsurveyat.aspx 

News from the Science Space 
It is with great sadness that I have to inform the Taylors Hill Primary School community 
that our lovely little rabbit Tim Tam passed away over the holidays.  It is very sad, she 
was just 4 months old. 

 

Tim Tam had gotten sick prior to the holidays, I took her to the Rabbit Doctor and was 
told that she was very sick and would be lucky to make it through the night.  Luckily, 
she did pull through and looked like she was on the mend.  However, on the first 
Thursday of the holidays, Tim Tam became sick again.  So it was off to the Rabbit 
Doctor again.  Whilst the vet was talking to me about how sick Tim Tam was, she 
unfortunately passed away. 

 

Tim Tam was not with us for very long but she certainly touched all of our hearts. 



ANZAC Day Dawn Service 
 

Last Thursday was ANZAC Day, our School Captains Zoe and Isaac represented Taylors Hill PS 
at the Dawn Service at the new Memorial in Caroline Springs.  
Our Captains joined many other local schools, businesses and local representatives within 
Caroline Springs, laying wreaths to commemorate the service men and women who lost their 
lives in war. 
A large number of people attended the Dawn Service, thank you to all our families and students 

who came along to honour and respect the fallen and the living legends. 





LEARNING CENTRE NEWS! 
An action packed term in the Learning Centre is ahead of us, 
with lots for student participation.  Read on… 
All students are invited to join in the fortnightly Numeracy or Literacy competition!   
Each fortnight it changes, answer a numeracy question to win a Student Award 
Certificate presented at Assembly or submit a Book Review, the best to be published 
on the Orbit home page and displayed in the Learning Centre.  Winning entries for 
both will be printed in the school newsletter.  Every second fortnight our Office staff:  
Mrs Egan, Mrs Wright, Ms Bridger, Mrs Taylor, Mrs Spencer and Mrs Baron will put 
their heads together to give you a couple of curly mathematical teasers and then will 
be judging the winning entry.  Every other fortnight, our library staff; Mrs Baron and 
Mrs Sartori will be reading through all the Book Review entries choosing the best 
based on content, effort, spelling and grammar.  The overall winners of both sections 
each receiving the opportunity to choose a book from the last Scholastic Book Club 
catalogue of the year. 

Put on your thinking caps, work out those maths problems, bring out the colouring 
pencils draw a picture or write a review!  Have a go at both!  

TIP:   Borrow a Premier’s Reading Challenge book and double the result…a review 
and a PRC book added to your list! 

Everyone do you best, have fun, have a go and participate! Pop your entries into to the 
Prep - 2 box or the 3 -6.  Good Luck everyone! 

I have been a little disappointed this week to hear students say, “They don’t have time 
to read their library book”.   The library book borrowed from the Learning Centre each 
week is purely a student’s choice and whether fact or fiction it is a book chosen for 
reading pleasure.  Many studies have shown reading for pleasure enhances student 
outcomes, it is also a great way to relax, only 10 minutes each day would be a fabulous 
start.  Please encourage your child to read their library book each day and when they 
have, nothing to do or are bored!   Set an example by picking a book or newspaper 
instead of a device, if children see you taking a break and reading for pleasure they will 
learn to do the same. 

TIP:  A book never ever runs out of charge! 

If you do read books or newspapers on a device let your child see what you are doing.  
We also have a great ebook collection via Orbit (our library program) and we now also 
have access to 2,500 non-fiction titles on our World Book subscription.  Links to both 
these sites can be accessed via our website. 

TIP:  The cooler weather is a great time to stay in a curl up on a chair with a 
book that draws you in with a marvellous story, fact or fiction! 

Maria Sartori – Learning Centre 

Yes it’s back!  Once again we have the fabulous 

opportunity to earn points and redeem them for 

resources at the end of the promotion.  Each year 

we have participated we have used the points for 

valuable resources across the school.  So, enlist 

the grandparents, friends and neighbours, bring 

in those stickers and LET’S STICK TOGETHER!” 

 



Teeth On Wheels are visiting Taylors Hill Primary school for two weeks: 
Monday 20th – Friday 31st May 

Information and consent forms have been sent home with students and 
can also be accessed at: www.teethonwheels.com.au/consent-forms/

consent-eform/  

Consent Forms are due back at school BY MONDAY 6th MAY 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Taylors Hill Primary School is 
excited to be participating.  

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the 
importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal 
challenge for children to read a set number of books by 6 September 2019. 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their 
parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the 
Victorian Premier and former Premiers. 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the 
Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge,  

visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

Student usernames and passwords will be sent home shortly. 

Let’s read! 

Mrs Doxas  & Mrs Fitzgerald 

Reading Challenge Coordinators  





 Congratulations to our Students of  the WeekCongratulations to our Students of  the WeekCongratulations to our Students of  the WeekCongratulations to our Students of  the Week    

Prep A Isaac C 

Prep B Ayden 

Prep C Nikolce 

Prep D Jai 

Prep E Sophie 

1A Jacky 

1B Jennifer 

1C Eva 

1D Gianni 

1E Harleigh 

2A Emma 

2B Danny 

2C Hana 

2D Xavier 

2E Sheetal 

3A Chloe 

3B Casper 

3C Grace 

3D Ethan 

3E Alexie 

4A Sehej 

4B Chloe K 

4C Harvey 

4D Izack 

5A Justin 

5B Jackson 

5C Revathy 

5E Riley 

6A Rudra 

6B Skye 

6C Rianna 

6D Arda 

6E Ali 

Science 3-6 Diviio 3D 

The Arts Prep-2 Nina 2C  

The Arts 3-6 Julia 3B 

PE Prep-2 Paige 2B 

PE 3-6 Jacob 5E 

Italian Prep-2 Gabrielle 2C 

Italian 3-6 Amy 6B 

Learning Centre Phoebe 6E 

Science Prep-2 Ahnali 5C 

Term  2, Week  1 


